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PUERTO RICO CONSTITUTION 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 1952 


Hovusk or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS. 


i} on. D. ¢ 


it. that r first order of 
business today was the new constitution for the island of Puerto Rico 
We varied just a little bit because of the presence of the Governor of 


the \ ro Isla | Wi wanted to henr Grove} a! NMlor s deCastre 


espe il \ 

W, | VE t received the. SHO ‘rom the President of the I ted 
Stat vhiv complimenting the new constit on of Puerto Rico 
whi us been drafted according to lay by constitutional cor 
vention over which our distinguished colleague, Dr. Fernos-Isern, 
presided, and we now will turn te iets 7) that ( titulo Wi 

ll hear from Dr. Fernos-Isern, but first T will place the record a 
copy of House Joint Resolution 430 and the President's message. 


(H ise do hit Resolution 0 ws as fo lows:) 


JOINT RESOLUTION Approving the constitution of the Com1 venlt Puerto R 
which was adopted the peopl Puerto Rico on M ) 
Whereas the Act entitled “An Act to provide for the orgal tion of Col 
stitutional government by the people of Puerto Rico”, approved July 3, 1990, wa 
adopted by the Convress as a compact with the people of Puerto Rico, to become 
operative upon its approval by the people of Puerto Rice and 





referendum held on June 4, 1951 nd a constitution f he Cs nwealth 
Puerto Rico was drafted by a constitutional convention held as | ded by suc} 
Act fron September i. 2 1. to Febm Vv 6, 1052 

Whereas s 1 itution was adopted by e peop f Puer R | 
vote of three hundred seventy-four thousand six Indred nd for nine t 
eighty-two thousand nine hundred nd twenty-three, in referendum held on 
March 38, 1952: and 

Whereas the Pre lent of tl I ed St es ale ec I { he I ITO! 
of the ¢ iMmMonw th of Tue Rico conforms f vow py) Lyle 

( \ of .] 4 ( 1 ‘ " }S ex 
thi ] j ’ } j “y 
rie nd has trans mn e cons n of the ¢ ‘ ‘ f Puerto R 
to the Congress fo ts appro, ma 

Whereas the Congress bas considere he const ! e ve 
Pus » Rico nd has found ( \ ( ontorim 1 Tike ! ‘ ‘ ‘ I} 
fore be 

Resolved by the Sena and House ¢ ‘ f / ‘ ( 
pe ('o) ‘ N SAx0) bled, | he copst 1 7? f the ¢ we 
Mi tico Whiel lrafted by the se ed delegates to the Constitutiona 
Convent n t Puerto Rico and adopted by the peopie of Puert ht I 
referendu of March 8, 1852, in accordance with tl Act e d An A to 
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provide for the organization of a constitutional government by the people of 
Puerto Rico”, approved July o>, 1950 (64 Stat. 31Y is | Ss. C., sees. T31b—-T3le), 
is hereby approved by the Congress of the United States, effect 


of the enactment of this joint resolution. 
The message ot the President ot the United States follows: 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Iam transmitting to the Congress for approval the Constitution of the Common- 
vealth of Puerto Rico, adopted by the people of Puerto Rico on March 3, 1952, 

The constitution has been submitted to me pursuant to the act of July 3, 1950 
(64 Stat. 319 (48 U.S. C., Supp. IV, 751b—73le)). This act authorizes me, upon 
adoption of a constitution by the people of Puerto Rico, to t t the constitr 
tion to the Congress if I find it conforms with the applicable provisions of the 
act and of the Constitution of the United States . I do find and declare that the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of P 
provisions of the act of July 3, 1950, and of our own Co1 


- 
uerto Rico confor! with le@ ap 


I . . 

Fully recognizing the principle of government by consent, the act of July 3, 1950, 
authorized the people of Puerto Rico to organize a republic form of government 
pursuant to a constitution of their own choosin The act was adopted by the 
Congress oi the United States “in the nature of a compact By its o terms, the 


ct could become effective on y when accepted by the people of Puerto Rico in a 
referendum 


On June 4, 1951, the people of Puerto Rico voted by : rge majority to accept 
the act of July 3, 1950, thereby reaffirming their union with the United States 
on the terms proposed by the Congress. Following the referendu he voters of 
Puerto Rico elected delegate to a constitutional convention The convention 
convened in San Juan on September 17, 1951, and concluded its de erations on 
February 6, 1952 

The constitution approved by the constitutional convention wa ibmitted to 
the people of Puerto Rico in a referendum on March 3, 1952. It was adopted by 
an overwhelming majority 

In the course of its studies and deliberations, the constitutional convention 

lea caret analysis of tl onstitutions of each of tl St : the Union, 
is well that of the Federal Government Asa re he Cor ‘ 
( nw Puerto Rico contains inv provisior h ‘ nor ) 
const itions W hh e been adopted v the States I ms 
\ hare ce ned primarily to mee local proble S 

rhe constitution establishes the government of the ¢ ( f Puerto 
Rico with three coordinate branches oi government ( itive, « tive ne 

WIIcla The city of San Juan is designated as tl ( 

The legislative power of the Con nwea of P R é 

itive assembly, consisting of a senate composed of 27 f f ! ! ‘ 
of represent ( eC yx ed of | ember Membet f tl s l rie 
house of representa es are to be el ed | direct ‘ } ‘ ( l 
for a ter ot 4 years Both United States nd P rto R ! ensh 
equisites for elec oO le slative fice 

Unde the constitut 1 the executive powe of the Cor ! uth of Pi Oo 
s vested 1 cove! to be elected by dir t ‘ } neral election 
for rl tf 4 Vears lo be eligible for electior s (,overnor person must be 
it ie t 55 vears of age nd must have beer ‘ ril en y I | ed he 
date elecetio i citizen of the United States and a « en and bona fide 1 dent 
f Puerto Rico rhe over i ested with the p odger na 
enief exec ( Inder born ( I nt ne ! i right i 
enacted by the legislative assembl]) The legislative assembly mav override the 

vernor’s veto by a vote two-thirds of the tot number of me ers of which 
each house is composed 

Che judicial power of Puerto Ric is vested in a supreme urt. and in such 
other courts as may be established by law rhe supreme court is designate is 
the conrt ist resort in Puerto Rico and is to be comypx of hief justice d 
four associate justices. The justices of th upreme ce ) ed | 
the Governor, with the advice nd consent of the senate of P to Rieo, and are 
to hold office during good behavior Justices now serving on the supreme court, 
who have been anpointed by the President of the United States re to continne 
to hold office durit good behavior 


The constitutional convention gave careful consideration to the objective of 
ensuring an independent judiciary It limited the number o j ties f the 


upreme court to five membe and expressly provided that the number cannot 
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be increased except by direct request of the supreme court itself. Independence 
of the judiciary is further advanced by the provision of the constitution placing 
responsibility for administration of the entire judicial system in the chief justice 
of the supreme court, who is appointed for life and removable by impeachment 
only. 

The new constitution contains a bill of rights which corresponds with the 
highest ideals of human dignity, equality, and freedom. The bill of rights in 
cludes provisions which are similar to our own basic constitutional guaranties 
In addition, it contains express provisions regarding public education, conditions 
of labor, and the protection of private property. The bill of rights also recounizes 
the existence »: certain human rights, but acknowledges that their full enjoyment 
depends upon an agricultural and industrial developinent not yet attained by the 
Puerto Rican community. 


\mendments to the constitution may be proposed by a concurrent resolutiot 
approved by not less than two-thirds of the total membership of each house of 
the legislative assembly The amendments must be adopted by a majorit if the 


qualified electors either in a general election or in a special referendum 
The act of July 3, 1950, was the last of a series of enactments through which 
the United States has provided ever-increasing self-government in Puerto Rico 
The Treaty of Paris, which ceded Puerto Rico to the United States, was ratified 








and proclaimed 53 years ao After a brief period of military government, the 
Congress in 1900 adopted the first Organic Act of Puerto Rico, known as the 
Foraker Act, which established a civil government for the island By m ing 
provision for a popularly ele f the legislative assembly, called 
the house of delegates, the | extended some measure of local seit 
government to Puerto Rico control of e lo government of 
Puerto Rico was reta ned by es, however, by vi l ot he Presi 
dent's a ithority under thea rove he ] ids of the exe ‘ 
departments, the justices of the supreme court, and the 11 members of the execu 


tive council of Puerto Rico 
The present Organic Act of Pues fico, enacted on March 2, 1917, provided 


a substantial ad nee in local self-vove fe ! hice Iv ere ! rT 
Legislature of Puerto Rico, composed of vopular elected senate d house of 
representatives, it gave the people direct control over the legislative branch of the 
vovernment Concurrently the executive couneil created by the Foraker Act 
as divested of its legislative functions An opportunity fo reater particip 
tlon i! he f rmulation of exe rive PoOrmcles nas Wp ed the people ¢ Puerto 
Rico by authorizing the Governor th the ad e and consent of the in ar 
senate, to appoint the heads of the executive departments, except the attorney 
general and the commissioner of edueatior Authority to appoint the Governor, 
the at rney general, the commissioner of edue oy} the uwlitor, and the jus 


tices of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico was reserved to the President of the 


United States Phe act granted ill United States tizenship yy ( f 
Puerto Rico and gave them a bill of rights It also authorized them to elect 
a representative to the Congress, accredited to the House of Representatives 

In 1946 | appointed the first native of Puerto Rico as Governor, Jestis T. Pidero 

By the act of August 5, 1947, the people of Puerto R ere he tt 
elect their own Governor This act also provided that the heads of all executive 
departments of Puerto Rico were to be appointed by the elected Governor of 
Puerto Rico, including the attorney genera ind the commissioner of education 
As a result of the act, therefore, the people of Puerto Rico assumed direct respon 
sibility and control over the executive branch of the ovnl government The 
President of the United States still retained authority to appoint the auditor and 


the justices of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico, but even this authority will be 
’ 


relinquished upon approval of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto 


Rico 


Through the act of July 3. 1950 providing for the establishment of a « 
onal government in Puerto Rico, the United States gives evidence once more of its 
idherence to the principle of self-determination and its devotion to the ideals of 
freedom and democrac\ The people of Puerto Rico have accented the law as 
enacted by the Congress They have complied with its requirements and have 
submitted their constitution for the approval of the Congress With its approval 
full authority and responsibility for local self-government ll be vested in the 
people of Puerto Rico. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico will be a govern 
ment Which is truly by the consent of the governed No government can be 


invested with a higher dignity and greater worth than one based upon the pr 


ciple of consent 
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The people of the United States and the people of Puerto Rico are entering into 
a new relationship that will serve as an inspiration to all who love freedom and 
hate tyranny We are giving new substance to man’s hope for a world with lib 
erty and equality under law Those who truly love freedom know that the right 
relationship between a government and its people is one based on mutual con 
sent and esteem 

The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is a proud document 
that embodies the best of our democratic heritage I recommend its early ap 


proval by the Congress 


Harry S. TrRuMAN 

THe WHite House, AZ 2, 1952 

Dr. Fernos-Iserxn. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. ASPINALL. Mr. Chairman, before the 200d doctol makes Lils 
statement here, | would like for the introduction to sh ow that he 
served as president of the constitution al assembly. 

The Cramman. The ¢ 
! president of the constitutional convention, 


‘hair should have stated that. The doctor 


served a> chairman ( 


knows every word that has gone into that notable document. and no 


a 


ubt deserves credit for many of its provisjons 
Dr. Frrnos-Iserx. Shall I address the committee from here or may 
I take the stand / 

Phe CuarrmMan. As you like: just as you like, Doctor, 

Dr. Il’ eRNOS [SERN. | will take the stand. 

Mrs. Bosonr. Mr. Chairman, may I state here that both the sub 
committee chairman, Mr. Bentsen, of Texas, and I had the high 
privilege of addressing the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico 
and I am quite sure that Mr. Bentsen will agree with me when I say 
that I do not think in iy life have I had the privilege of addressing 
more intelligent, fine looking representation of humanity than I di 
In that day of October. 

Mr. Poutson. Will the gentlewoman yield ? 

Mrs. BOosoNeE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Poutson. Our distinguished subcommittee chairman also ad 
dressed them and he spoke to them 1h} Spanish and he really took the 


a 
dl 


house down. 

Mrs. Bosonr. You mean Mr. Bentsen / 

Mr. Poutson. Yes. 

Mrs. Bosonr. I understand that. 

Dr. Frrnos-Isern. Mr. Chairman. 

The CuatrmMan. All right, Doctor. 

Dr. Frernos-Isern. 1 will take first the opportunity to thank my 
distinguished colleagues for their very kind words. 

It is not nee essary for me to say how deep is the feeling with which 
I address you today in support of House Joint Resolution 430 which 
I had the honor to introduce in the House of Representatives on April 
Zz A sister resolution was introduced on the same day in the Senate 
by Senator O°Mahoney. , 

I had looked forward to having this resolution introduced in the 
House by our list Ineulshed chairman, Mr. Murdock. but he venerously 
suegested that I do it, recalling that I had the honor to preside over 
the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico which drafted the con- 
stitution for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico: and before that. in 
1950, I had the honor, also, to introduce in the House a bill which 
ultimately became Public Law 600, 

I am now respectfully urging this committee to give the finishing 
touch to the great march of events for the Puerto Rican people which 
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began on March 3, 1950, with my introducing in the House H. R. 7674 
followed by the introduction of its sister bill, S. 3336, sponsored by 
Senators O'Mahoney and Butler. The resulting Public Law 600 of 
the Eighty-first Congress is a historic document which does honor to 
the people of Puerto Rico for having petitioned for it and to the 
Congress of the United States for having enacted it. 

It may be recalled that Public Law 600, approved in the nature of a 
compact, Was not to become effective unless ratified by the people 
of Puerto Rico. On June 4, 1951, it was overwhelmingly approved 
by them in a popular referendum. Public Law 600 became effective 
on that date. 

Accordingly, on August 27, 1951, 92 delegates were duly elected to 
a constitutional convention. The convention met on September 17. 
1951, and sat for over 4 months, until February 6, 1952. When the 
final vote was taken, SS delegates out of the total of 92 voted for the 
constitution, > voted against, 1 was absent. 

The constitution was submitted to the people in a popular referen 
dum held on Mareh 3, 1952. Approximately 345,000 votes were cast 
for its approval and 83.000 were cast for disapproval. 

The constitution was duly submitted to the President. 

In turn, the President has sent it to the Congress with his finding 
that the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico meets all 
requirements of Public Law 600, That is to say, the constitution 
creates a government republican in form: it contains a bill of rights: 
it is in conformity with applicable provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States and with the applicable provisions of Public Law 
600 itself. It may be recalled that under Public Law 600, certain see 
tions of the present organic act, to be cited hereafter as the Puerto 
Rican Federal Relations Act. will continue in effect after the Con- 
stitution of Puerto Rico becomes operative. 

I believe it is proper that I take a few minutes to comment on this 
Federal Relations Act and say something regarding the significance 
ot its proy isIons. 

Under section 2 of the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, the 
rights, privileges, and immunities of the citizens of the United States 
shall] be respected mn Puerto i co to the same extent as though Puc r'to 
Rico were a State of the Union and subjer t to the provisions of para- 
graph 1 of section 2 of article VI of the Constitution of the United 
States. This is a fundamental provision which emphasizes the fact 
that Puerto Rico continues to maintain its station within the United 
States political system. 

Section 3 pros ides that no export duties shall be levied or collected 
in Puerto Rico. An equivalent provision is found in the Constitution 
of the United States for the States, Territories, and the District of 
Columbia. It is also provided that no discrimination will be made 
under the laws of Puerto Rico as to taxes levied on articles brought 
into Puerto Rico from the United States, or imported from foreigen 
countries, Vis-’t-vis similar articles produced or manufactured in 
Puerto Rico. Both provisions are part of the economic framework 
within which Puerto Rico lives. The same section establishes a limi- 
tation on the public debt Puerto Rico may incur. 

Section 5 and the following subsections declare citizens of Puerto 
Rico to be citizens of the United States, and citizens of the United 
States to be citizens of Puerto Rico after a vear of residence in the 


99993—52—-ser. 17———2 
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island. A fundamental union between the people of the United States 
and Puerto Rico is thus created, or rather is continued. 

Section 6 provides that all expenses which may be incurred on ac- 
count of the government of Puerto Rico for salaries of officials and the 
conduct of their offices and departments, and all expenses and obliga- 
tions contracted for internal improvements or for the development of 
the island shall be paid out of Puerto Rican revenies. However, this 
does not include defenses, barracks, harbors, lighthouses, wharves, 
and other services undertaken by the United States. Therefore, the 
government of Puerto Rico is not to be supported through Federal 
appropriations. 

Section 9 declares that the statutory laws of the United States, not 
locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect in Puerto 
Rico as in the United States, except United States internal revenue 
laws. It also provides that taxes collected under United States in- 
ternal revenue laws on Puerto Rican products—those shipped to the 
mainland—shall accrue to Puerto Rico. These taxes are usually paid 
in Puerto Rico before shipment. 

Section 58 determines that certain provisions of the first Organic 
Act ot Puerto Rico shall continue in effect as they have been since 
L900, 

These are provisions which place Puerto Rico within the United 
States economic system and include the application to Puerto Rico 
of the United States tariff and the coastwise shipping laws. They also 
provide for a common coin. 

The remaining sections of the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act 
specify that officials of the gvovernment of Puerto Rico shall take an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States: that matters 
concerning the vyovernment ot Puerto Rico miey be placed by the Presi 
dent in the hands of an executive department of the Government— 
at present the Department of Interior: that a Resident ¢ omumissioner 
shall be elected by the people ot Puerto Rico: that a United sstates 
court shall sit 1h) Puerto Rico. There are other less Important pro- 
VISIONS. 

It is within the framework of the political and economic provisions 
of the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act that the Commonwealth 
ot Puerto Rico \W il] eXIst. They closely parallel the prov isions of the 
Constitution of the United States under which a Federal Union is 
created. The terms of this political and economic union have been 
accepted na referendum hy the people ot Puerto Rico It) voting to 
accept Public Law 600, With the reaffirmation of this union by the 
people of Puerto Rico, any accusation that United States authority In 
Puerto Rico is exercised without the consent of the people of Puerto 
Rico is met and answered. The people of Puerto Rico have unques- 
tionably expressed their approval to these terms of union. 

The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, adopted 
in the same manner as that of a State, is now before you that you may 
see Puerto Rico has complied with each provision of the enabling 
legislation; that you may see we have done exactly what was required 
of us. 

What remains in order to bring this great democratic achievement 
to full fruition is now in this committee’s hands and in the hands of 
the entire Congress. I assure you approval of this constitution by the 
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Congress will transcend the horizons of Puerto Rico and the horizons 
of the United States. 

Some do not believe that these events are actually happening, or 
perhaps they just pretend not to believe it. They seem still to expect 
something will take place and mar this magnificent democratic dem- 
onstration of union in freedom and devotion to common ideals. They 
are those who will not accept the sincerity of the American peop ile 
when we tell the world we truly believe in freedom and practice it; 
that we do not covet anyone's territory; that we do not want to rule 
over any people against their consent; that it is our creed that people 
should rule themselves; that government, to be legitimate, must be 
based on the consent of the governed. 

On the other hand, the free world is rejoicing. Attention is fixed 
on this concrete fact: There is the tiny island of Puerto Rico with 
over 2 million people who would have been unable to achieve politi- 
cal emancipation by themselves. They were too small in numbers and 
too weak in strength. It is only because the United States, this great, 
powerful Nation, believes in liberty and rejoices in freedom that the 
peop le of Puerto Rico, after 50 years in progress in the exercise of 
the democratic process, will attain full freedom within the security of 
union, with the United States and with the blessing of the United 
States. 

I shall be eternally proud that I have had the privilege of bringing 
before you, for your aprroval, the Constitution of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, adopted i in accordance with the requirements of Public, 
Law 600 of 1950. Today marks another important stepping stone in 
the history of Puerto Rico and of the free world. 

Mr. Chairman, I bring to you today a message of hepe from the 
people of Puerto Rico. The y are Waiting q% news of what you do 
here. My wish is that I may be allowed to _“¢ he bearer of your bless- 
ing to the people of Puerto Rico for their enjoyment of freedom and 
continued progress in union with the United States. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Cruarmman. I thank you for that statement. Doctor. sefore 
you leave the stand, as I said before, you do deserve great eredit for 
having presided over the convention that framed this remarkable and 
modern document. You also deserve credit as a member of this com- 
mittee in sponsoring and supporting the preceding legislation which 
made the constitu ition possib] le. Iw: anted the record to show that. 

In this day when there is a conflict of ideologies and when our own 
Nation is sometimes regarded “as hypocritical in its pretenses of 
spreading democratic government throughout the world, this, as you 
say. is an illustration of the sincerity of our purpose and it is an ob 
ject lesson which will not be lost, 1 am sure, upon the world. Mr. 
Bentsen. 

Mr. Benvrsen. Mr. Chairman. I would like to add to that excellent 
tribute, and well-deserved one. I noted while I was there studying 
your constitution that attacks have been made on the Governor and 
some of the members of his political party. I was interested in them 
and wanted to know what the true facts were, and I was particularly 
impressed with the fact that the majority party, the Governor's party, 
had gone to great lengths to protect freedom of the press, to see 
that the minority party had even greater representation than it had in 
the past. Am I not correct in that ¢ 

Dr. Fernos-Isern. That is absolutely correct. 
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Mr. Bentsen. I think that gives the lhe to any statement of so-called 
dic tatorship in Puerto Rico—the charity that is shown on the part of 
the party that happens to be in power at the moment, and is looking 
toward the road of our democratic principles. I think it was an ex 
cellent move on the part of the party that was in majority or is in 
majority at the present time in Puerto Rico. 

Dr. Fernoés-Isern. Thank you, Mr. Bentsen. 

The CruarrMan. We regard the doctor as the father of this consti- 
tution. Now is a eood chanee to ask him questions. Hlave you any 
to ask, Mr. Aspinall ? 

Mr. Asprnaue. Mr. Chairman, I have one question for the sake of 


record. ()) page , & Loc tor, vou stute the number of votes which 


Live 
were cast for and against the adoption of the ONSTITULION. Would 


vou ady se the committee how mals were eligible to vote 4 
Dr. Fernos-Isern. There were 783,610 qualified voters, and 457,562 
participated in the referendum. <A total of 374.649 voted 1a favor of 
t | e adoptior ot the censt futiol wid S? 97, voted aga “til rdoption. 
The (natrman. Are there further questions of the doctor ¢ 


Mr. Bow? 

Mr. Bow. Mr. Chairman, I would like to say for the record I 
thought perhaps my colleague, Mr. McMullen, would make a state 
ment on the question of the election. Phe gentle ian from Florida, Mr. 
MeMullen., and I were nvited hy the Governor of Puerte Rico with 
the consent of the chairman of this committee to go to Puerto Rico 


the day of the election on the adopt on of the const ition and observe 
: } 


rhe election. We found a very oraerty election tiie sland. We 


traveled all over the Ae | and checked the election booths. | ey 
ire illed colleges there, rather t] in election booths. \iv reco 
tion 1s that there were some 5.00 or more ot these election Lan 
set up. All of the people are registered in Puerto Rico by their nat 
eir fathers’ and others’ 7 < ientit ‘ ! mad e place 
if birt] They eck them very ireTully I 1 t ot}yt I 
ntel Lto tne ce tl y|k ( 1 it 1 bo | Wo Li 
na thre Lr’ i | oO love | ) l 
or to vote com to the bor nd remal 7 
re) ec os ) on kk ra | they ther rye (i 1 } ‘ ) 
riol hook ity abet uiv. | | t ( ( 
he room, so ther s nop bil t\ f a doub 
| wil ISO rere eX to { ad ti f ef one t :*% 
ad judges at the elections. I might say, Mr. Chairman, that 
Vir. MeMullen and myself were made nmdces of ele on t the ¢ 
rion iuthorities, so we id permission to go nto these colleges o1 ot 
ne hooths to observe We obser (| them hefore The I, ne of thea 
doors, atter the ¢ los ( oft the doors, ! d dl rine the vot o | hel 
we also observed the counting of the ballots themselves. Each po 
litical party had a representative there. T was also impressed with 
the idea that each political party hada padlock on the ballot box and 
the presiding indge of the political party had the key, No one ¢ mn) 
open the ballot box WW! less an official ot each pol tr | party ~ there 


with the key to their particul ir padlock, 
Mr. Bentsen. Mr. Bow, do you endorse all these meas 
Mr. Bow. I think it would be a good thing in some sections. It to 
me 1s the finest election machinery I have ever seen insofar as i free 


~ 


md hon st election s COl cerned, 
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I should like to say further to the committee that I made it a point 
to check with the judges of many of the colleges, particularly of the 
Independence Party which was opposed to this constitution, and asked 
them individually in each place that I visited whether or not it was a 
free election and they all said it was. The Independence Party said 
there had been no duress. There was no attempt to improperly in 
fluence the voters in voting either for or n@ainst the constitution: that 
although they were opposed to it they could not complain of an im 
proper election. Now I find some material coming to us after the 
election where certain groups of the Independence Party have ob 
jected that it was not a free election. I can say very definitely that I 
talked to the opposition there and there was no complaint on election 
day of any attempt to use duress or improper methods in the election, 

I also attended the constitutional convention and would like to very 
highly compliment our distinguished colleague Dr, Fernos-Isern, fon 
the fine manner in which he presided over that body. 

Now, Mr. MeMullen may want to add to what I have had to say on 
this election, but I can certainly say there was no improper influence 
or duress and I think it was a very fair election and certainly it is as 
orderly as any you will see any place under the American flag. 

The Cuaimman. Mr. McMullen. 

Mr. McMuuien. Mr. Chairman, T would like to aflism and approve 
all that my colleague, Mr. Bow, has had to say. IT would like to ask 
the doctor one or two questions. Dr. Fernés, how nian \ times have the 
people of Puerto Rico voted on this constitution / 

Dr. Fernos-Iserx. They voted first on Public Law G00, to accept 
or reject it. That took place on June 4, 1951. 

They went to the polls again to elect delegates. That was in August 
1951. Then they went to the polls again to adopt the constitution or 
disapprove it. They again voted for it, with the result I have stated. 
On the day ot this last referendum, TS5.GL0 qualified voters were 
legally reeistered in the oflicial register. Of these, 463.828 voted in the 
referendum—about 60 percent. There were 573.504 votes cast in favor 
of the approval of the constitution. This number is 81 percent of 
those voting antl 17 percent of the total number of qualified voters, 

Mr. McMutren. Just one other question, now : 

Doctor, don’t you believe if the Congress ratifies this constitution, 
not only would it be a fine thine for the people of Puerto Rico, but 
wont it tend to have a wholesome effect and cement relations. not 
only with the people of Puerto Rico but all people of Central and 
South America ? 

Dr. Fernos-Isern. I have ho question in ni mind as to that. Puerto 
Rico is always watched by all our South American and Central Amet 
ican neighbors. They want to see how people of their own racial 
extraction and origin fare under the American flag and within the 
United States political system. 

] may savy now that Puerto Rico is now really a demonstration 
ground for democracy for all of Spanish America and for what 
progress can be made in our system of government: under point 4 
Puerto Rico is being used now as a place where miany of our Latin 
American neighbors are coming to learn how things may be done. It 
isn't only to say it could be done, but they can see that it is being 


done, and has been done. 
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Mr. McMutien. Mr. Chairman, supplementing what Congress- 
man Bow had to say—and I won’t repeat what he had to say—but 
they did have a very unique system of election. He explained that to 
us. Most of these booths are in schoolhouses. It is a national holi- 
day—election day in Puerto Rico. 

Dr. FerNos-Isern. Yes. 

Mr. McMULLEN. And all the people who attend and vote who are 
properly registered have to be in these rooms by 1 o’clock. Exactly 
at 1 o'clock the doors are all closed. The people in the rooms are 
permitted to vote and they retire—leave the building. They can’t 
go into the booth at some other place. 

Mr. Bow and I were furnished drivers and automobiles. We had 
a reporter from, I believe, each of the newspapers. We had a supreme 
court judge to go along with us to act as interpreter. The people in 
none of the precints knew where we were going. Mr. Bow took one 
area and I took another. We didn’t know what precinct we would 
stop at. We would drive along and we had this permit to go into 
the election booth and visit a number of them before the polls closed 
at 1 o'clock and some of them after. 

I heard some talk about this question of dictatorship in the island 
of Puerto Rico. In every place, election booths, election colleges, 
I visited, J made inquiry of all kinds of people in the booth. “Did 
anyone attempt to influence one? Has there been any force or 
duress? Have you been intimidated in any way?” Without excep- 
tion, all of them said there had been none. From what I observed 
and saw in Puerto Rico, they had an entirely free election and an 
orderly election. I didn’t see the slightest evidence of any disorders 
of any kind. From what I can discover down there, I say if there 
hasever been a free and orderly election that was one of them. I didn’t 
see disorder or discover the slightest evidence of dictatorship from 
anyone. [not only inquired ot people in the election booths. who were 
casting their votes, but of taxi drivers, people working in hotels, 
storekeepers. As I say, we didn’t know where we were going ourselves. 
We were given certain areas, and we selected them. We would tell 
the driver we would stop at this precinct. We would just select them 
at random. I think we saw a pretty good cross section down there. 

In my mind, it Was a very free election. The people voted volun 
tarily. 

The Cuamman. The chairman wants to thank the two gentlemen 
for serving the committee in this respect. You did check on the elec- 
tion as it was held. Mr. Engle. 

Mr. Enoue. Mr. Chairman, our job here is to vote this constitution 
up or down; isn’t it? 

The CyarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Enazr. In other words, we can’t go inside the four corners of 
the document and make any changes that might appeal to us. 

The Cnuatrman. That is right. 

Mr. Encore. What we do is we look it over and if we think that it 
preponderates on the good side, we approve it: otherwise, we vote 
against it. Is that right? 

The Cuatrman. That is correct. 

Mr. Eneie. Well, of course, my idea is that if this is what the people 
want, and it isa fair document, as it appears to be, we ought to approve 
it just as fast as we can. Iam going to vote to do that. 
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But I do want to call the attention of my colleagues to certain 
things in this document that interested me a little, especially in the 
light of some of the things that we hear being said around the coun- 
try these days. 

[ would like to direct the attention of the committee to section 20, 
especially that part that says, and I quote: 

The right of every person to a standard of living agequate for the neaitn 
and well-being of himself and his family and especially the food and clothing, 
housing, medical care, and necessary social service; the right of every person 
to social protection in the event of unemployment, sickness, old age, or dis- 
ability. ; 

This is part of the bill of rights. I notice that in the explanation 
of this section in the document which the doctor was kind enough to 
send around to us there is some distinction between section 20 and the 
preceding section, which is the bill of rights. That document on page 
49 says that: 

The constitutional convention was fully aware of the fact that the people 
of Puerto Rico lack at present economic resources necessary to fully implement 
the necessary rights. They decided to place them in a different category than 
the rights set forth in the previous section, 

Accordingly, this section does not guarantee the rights stated therein, but 
recognizes them and pledges the commonwealth to work for their progressive 
utilization 

Tama little puzzled as to how you can state the right exists, and 
still not implement it. Maybe there is some way that that can be 
done, but IT doubt it very much. 

I think the difference may be that some of these rights are rights 
which are executing or more or less self-executing- -whereas the 
rights referred to in section ZO would require some ippropriat ion, 

Mr. Asprnauy. Would the gentleman from California yield ¢ 

Mr. Eneir. Yes. 

Mr. Aspinauyi. For an observation / 

Mr. Ener. Yes. 

Mr. AspinaLn. During part of my life I used to be very much in- 
terested in target shooting. Seldom if ever did I hit the bull’s eve. 
but nevertheless it was there to be used as a goul. As I read the bill 
of rights, and as I remember my most interesting and enjovable talk, 
is far as I was concerned, with the Governor, I have considered this 
document—this new constitution—to be not only a practical instru 
ment, but also an instrument of ideals. It might be compared to some 
of the philosophy behind the Good Book which all of us read. They 
have down there just as well as we have here statements in their con- 
stitution providing for universal educational opportunities. They 
don't reach it. 

Mr. Ener. All right. 

Now, while the gentleman is talking about that, let's go back to this 
section on education. That is section 5. 

It Says: 

Every person has a right to an education which shall be directed to the full 
development of a human personality and to the strengthening of respect of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 


Certainly there is no question about the last two items, but what I 
would like to know is what is meant by the “full development of the 
human personality.” Not so long ago we had a big row out in southern 
California about what is called progressive education. IT am not so 
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sure I know what it means, but it appeared to be a conflict between 
certain very advanced ideas of education and the old educational fun- 
damentals who believe that the function of education is to teach 
people to read and write, and be able to add ana subtract. and in the 
final analysis qualify a person to get out and earn a living. 

The row resounded throughout the Nation and hit in some of the 
major periodicals, including Time magazine and others. 

But what I was getting to is this: That it is a very interesting docu 
ment and I think those people down there have tried to articulate the 
problem of meeting the difficulties we have ina complicated ind highly 
integrated eCOHnoniie society. 

I can visualize some people taking strong exception to the statement 
that “every person has a right to necessary social services,” whatever 
they are, but it is certainly an interesting expression, Dr. Fernds-Isern, 
from a group of people who sat down and worked very hard to get it, 
when you compare s as you did in this document which vou sent to WS, 
entitled “Notes and Comments on the Constitution of the Common 
wealth of Puerto Rico.” with not only our own Constitution but cer 
tain State constitutions, It is an Interesting step, verv interesting, 
indeed, and I compliment the doctor and his constitutional convention. 

I might have debated solne of these provisions with him. or Ih- 
stance, [ see you have outlawed the death penalty. I wasn prosecutor 
for Sls vears. I think the death penalty is necessary. I see that you 
have outlawed wire tapping. I think that is a legislative action which 
should hot be or does not rise tothe dignity ofa proy Isilon which should 
be in the constitution. 

] would like to debate some of these othe rights that you rete to. 


But vou see What the lnpact of those assurances, if they are made 
wre on the thinking ot people. | don’t know ab ut that. Lhe people 


of Puerto Rico, though, have decided this is their constitution and | 
am for it.and I willsupport it. 

I compliment you on a very, very fine job you have done. 

Mr. Sayvnor. Will the gentleman yield / 

¥ foo, would like to Comihel a the doctor, especially in section 9 of 
the bill of rights. A similar provision was referred to in the Organic 
Let of the Virgin Islands. | should like to read it to the members 
here. 

Section 9. Private property shall not be taken or damaved for public use, 
except upon the payment of just compensation and in the manner provided by 
it\ 

Phat is substantiably the same as exists in the Organic Act for the Vin 
ein Islands. But in view of recent happenings, I think the following 
language is very slonificant. 


No law shall be enacted authorizing condemnation of printing presses, ma 


chinery, or material devoted to publications of any kind The buildings in 
which these objects are located may be condemned only after judicial finding 
of public convenience and hecessity pursuant to procedure that shall be pro 


vided by law and may be taken before such judicial findings only when there 
ix placed at the disposition of the publication an udequate site in which 


con be installed and continue to operate for reasonable time 


it 


Doctor, I congratulate the people of Puerto Rico for having the 


foresight to put that in their constitution. 
Mr. Exeter. Would the gentleman yield / 
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In all probability, that section was actuated by what occurred very 
recently down in Argentina. Would that be the gentleman’s con- 
clusion ? 

Mr. Sartor. I might say that the case in Argentina may have been 
the motivating factor, but it becomes more appropriate in view of 
happenings in our own country. 

Mr. Encie. Let me say this to the gentleman: That if the people 
of Puerto Rico carry out this constitution in all of its ramification 
and in all the promises, the people of Puerto Rico will be a beacon 
light of progressive governmen t throughout the entire world. 

Mrs. Bosonr. That is right. 

Mr. Reppen. Will the gentleman yield to me? 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Redden. 

Mr. Reppen. Mr. Chairman, the thing I see in this document here, 
if there is any danger in it. lies in the fact that I fear that it encourages 
the hope that many of these things here can be re: alized and ac- 
complished without hard work and there isn’t any substitute in the 
United States for accomplishing anything beyond that of hard work. 

Now, you read this document here, and part of it has already been 
read, and it talks about the right of every person to a standard of 
living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and his 
family and espec “hi lly food. clothing, and so forth. 

Well, of course, all of us want to see e ‘vervbody have all the food 
and clothing and necessities of life that they need, but those things 
come to people not from legislation alone but from hard work. 

Mr. Poutson. Amen. 

Mr. Reppen. Then there is another paragraph there, on the right 
of every person to social protection in the event of unemployment, 
sickness, old age, and disability. One of the cardinal principles of 
suecess in the United States has been the fact that we follow the 
philosophy to lay away part of what we make in this world in case 
it a rainy day. 

Now, this holds up the hope, as it has been done somewhat in the 
United States, that vou don’t need to lay things aside in case of a rainy 
day but jus st simply depend upon that right which is expressed in 
law to feed us and clothe us and shelter us in event sickness or ill 
health or misfortune overtakes us. And in that you may find the 
ereatest danger that comes to peop ile in what they would lj ke to see 
realized out of this constitution. 

I hope that they can accomplish all that it would intimate. But 
none of it, certainly those thimgs to which I have just referred, will 
he accomplished without a disregard of the hope that all of it will 
come just because they get sick or just because they don’t h: ive: clothes. 

In other words, this thing is not going to provide a Santa Claus for 
them and I think we found that out here in the United States. But 
it does lend some hope for thet and it may be disappointing to many 
oi them when the *y find some day that all those things can’t come from 
a government but must come from their own sweat. 

Mr. Asprnauty. Mr. Chairman. 

The CHatrMan. Mr. Aspinall—— 

Mr. Poutson. Mr. Chairman—— 

The Cuatrrman. Mr. Poulson. 


99993—-52—-ser. 17-3 
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Mr. Pounson. I wanted to commend my colleague, Mr. Redden, and 
state that he has been making some very fine philosophical funda- 
mental statements here of late, and I regret to know that he will not 
be with us in another time. Of his own decision. he has decided to 
retire. I think that that was a message that Dr. Fernés should defi- 
nitely take back to his people: That we are wholeheartedly in favor 
of your ideals, but definitely that it is something that vour people are 
voing to have to achieve themselves, if they are given the opportunity 
to do it, but as Mr. Redden says it is going to take work as well and 
that Santa Claus can’t do it even though Uncle Sam does have whiskers 
and that too many people throughout the world picture Uncle Sam as 
a Santa Claus. 

The Cnarmman. Mr. Aspinall. 

Mr. Asprnautn. Mr. Chairman, I think that Dr. Fernés in his state 
ment refers to what to me is the greatest possibility for good and 
henefit to come from the ratification of the constitution and that is 
intermingling of thought between the minds of us Anglo-Saxons who 
sit here on this committee today and the thinking of the Latin mind 
which is represented by the people of Puerto Rico. Even the lan- 
guage which they use in Puerto Rico must be just interpreted in the 
thinking processes which they have, and if we can think of this con- 
stitution as an expression by those people in their own thinking 
processes of what they have in mind, [ am sure that we have done a 
vreat sery ice for t he free peoples of the world. 

The CHatrmMan. Our time is rapidly getting away. 

This is a mighty important topic. LT hope, as the gentleman from 
California said a moment ago, we act on this matter quickly. It is a 
matter of voting the constitution up or voting it down, so far as the 
committee in Congress is concerned. 

Mr. IONGLE. | move we approve it. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Saywtor. Second it. 

Dr. Fernos. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuamman. You have heard the motion. All in favor, make 
the vote known by saying “aye.” 

(Chorus of “aves.”) 

The Cnamman. Opposed, “no.” 

(No response, ) 

The Cratreman. The action of the committee is unanimous in ap 
Prov ne the constitution which has been so well presented und so ¥ ell 
formulated by Dr. Fernos. 

‘| his transeript should be carefully corrected and }l inted as in aoe 
thnent outstanding inthe history of Puerto Rico. 

We might have, before taking action, called upon a visitor that we 
have with us. | think it is not i appropriate to call Upon him now. 
! understand we have with us today the chancellor of the University 
of Puerto Rico, Dr. Benitez. May we hear from you, Doctor? 

Dr. Bentrrez. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

In the first place, I want CoO express my own and IT am sure the erat! 
tude of all of the other members of the constitutional convention for 
what has happened here today. It was my pl ivilege to preside at the 
constitutional convention over the committee on human rights, ana for 
-? months Wwe worked Hi eth endeavor to see how we could adequately 
eXpress the basic freedoms which at presel are enjoved by the people 


of Puerto Rico and likewise the hopes for the future and the voals 
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which the people of Puerto Rico are setting themselves as aims in 
this basic achievement of full liberty of man. 

I would like to say, Mr. Chairman, that concerning this section 
about social and economic rights, the constitutional convention was 
very clear that we were not stating rights which could be demanded in 
court as of today, but rather aspirations which in the very text of our 
language we tied together with the progress and the economic devel- 
opment of the people of Puerto Rico and we brought them together 
to stress before the whole Puerto Rican community that we could not 
have these rights unless the whole island of Puerto Rico and all the 
Puerto Ricans devotedly work toward their achievement. 

I will, with the chairman’s permission, read the paragraph on that. 

The rights set forth in this section are closely connected with the progressive 
development of the economy of the commonwealth and require for their full 
effectiveness sufficient resources and an agricultural and industrial development 
not yet attained by the people of Puerto Rico. 

And we underscore that fact because we wanted the people of Puerto 
Rico to realize fully that if these goals were to be achieved we in Puerto 
Rico had to work with the greatest devotion and with the most resolute 
purpose of cooperation to see that effectively these goals were fully 
achieved, 

And we are particularly erateful that the members of the committee 
have taken the position that this is a constitution which the people of 
Puerto Rico have worked out for themselves. It is their responsibility 


to see to it that it is a good constitution. We look at it and regard it 
as satisfactory, but this is to a very large extent their own responsi- 
bility. And it is this recognition that this is the responsibility of 


Puerto Rico that strengthens our own affection for the action that is 
being taken here today. 

And I wish to Say, on na own behalf and Ol be hy ilf of the other 
Puerto Ricans who participated in the drafting of this document, that 
we sincerely hope it will be the privilege of the people of Puerto Rico 
and of the Members of this Congress to terminate this significant 
piece of legislation during the present session so that we may inaugu- 
rate the government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico next Novem- 
ber. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHamrMan. We thank you, Doctor. 

Mr. Reppen. Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. Yes, Mr. Redden. 

Mr. Reppex. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a little observa- 
tion here that I hope is not out of order. 

In the first place, I want to congratulate Dr. Fernds for the fine effort 
he has made here to bring about this legislation. I feel sure that 
without his untiring efforts it would not have reached that point by 
now. 

But there is another man here that I feel ought to have some recog- 
nition, because I know of his sympathies and understanding of the Ter- 
ritories and islands over which this committee has jurisdiction because 
I went around the world with him last year and we stopped at many 
of these places and I had an opportunity to learn first hand some of 
the things he had to deal with and IL am referring to Irwin Silverman 
who is chief counsel for the Territories in the Department of the In- 
terior. 
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Mr. Silverman to my way of thinking knows more about the prob- 
lems of these islands and the Territories of the United States than any 
man in government, and I think has rendered a fine service to the 
people who inhabit these Territories and islands and I just wanted to 
make this expression here before the committee because I have seen it 
first hand and seen how his sympathies lie with those people and his 
knowledge of their problems and I know it has meant much to the 
progress that they have been able to make. 

They realize, as I do, that they have a real friend in him and I hope 
that he may serve long and well as he has in the capacity now that he 
is privileged to serve with the people of these islands. 

I am delighted to know that we had a man of such knowledge of the 
islands to help with this legislation. 

Mr. Bentsen. Mr. Chairman—— 

The Chairman. Dr. Fernoés, you had a request, | believe, concerning 
the record. 

Dr. Fernos. Gentlemen, I make the request that the appendixes to 
be found in the committee print covering the constitution be included 
in turn in the hearings and the report of the committee. 

The Carman. Without objection, it is so ordered, 

(The documents appear in the appendix. See pp. 19 to 40.) 

Dr. Fernos. And may I make an inquiry, Mr. Chairman 4 

Do I understand, then, with the approval of the constitution, the 
committee has approved the joint resolution to be reported to the 
Congress / 

The CuaroMan. That is right. The vote a moment ago was unani- 
mous and the constitution is approved by the committee. 

Dr. Fernos. Then, Mr. Chairman, I want just one word. 

Thank vou. 

Mr. Bentsen. Mr. Chairman. 

The CuatrmMan. Mr. Bentsen. 

Mr. Bentsen. I would like to ask that we be given some time to be 
set by the chairman for insertion of remarks in the hearings. Mr. 
Crawford, who has shown a great deal of interest in this legislation 
and on the Virgin Islands, could not be with us today and I feel that 
he would like to comment on this work. I would like that some time 
be given for any committee members who might have wanted to say 
something but felt that the shortness of time would not warrant it. be 
allowed to insert them in the hearings. 

The CrHatrMAan. Without object ion, it is so ordered. 

I want toadd that Congressman Crawford is one of the best-informed 
men on this committee on all matters of insular activities. We are 
certainly sorry he isn’t with us this morning in this historie meeting, 
put we may expect him to add his comments. 

(Mr. Crawford’s statement is as follows :) 





STATEMENT OF HON, Frep L. CRAWFrorD 


Mr. Chairman, one of the basic reasons why I have, down through the years, 
so consistently supported the development and progress, and the right to partic- 
ipate in the local government of all of our-people in our organized Territories, 
in the island possessions, and in the trusteed areas, is because, in the first place, 
they are entitled te full recognition through having someone in the Congress 
taking an interest in their affairs, and secondly, many of them are American 
citizens, and thirdly, there has been such a fantastic amount of our energy and 
attention directed toward the protection and support of citizens of foreign coun- 
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tries that it is entirely too easy for our people here in the continental United 
States to forget we have island possessions and to forget that the people in our 
island possessions have some problems and some rights. 

Puerto Rico has been under the American flag approximately 54 years. Puerto 
Rico is located near the mainland of the United States. Puerto Rican people 
come by the thousands to the States and likewise continental Americans by the 
thousands travel to Puerto Rico. 

The Puerto Rican people are accustomed to the type of food which we produce 
and consume; they dress as we do; they read our Associated and United Press 
reports and the editorials of our newspapers. Their young people attend our 
schools, colleges, and universities. The Puerto Ricans have an economy pat 
terned after what we have here in the United States. They have, to a very large 
extent, endeavored to pattern themselves after our ideals and institutions. With 
the exception of a few terrorists and a small number of rather extreme chat 
acters who contend they believe in independence, the Puerto Ricans generally 
zo along and cooperate substantially as our people here in the United States 
cooperate 

If one cares to carefully analyze the military and civilian administration of 
Puerto Rieo and its affairs by the military and civilian governors who, fron 
time to time, have been appointed by the Presidents of the United States and 
sent to Puerto Rico, I think it will be found that the administration of the 
present Governor of Puerto Rico is just about as constructive and helpful and 
cooperative as between and with everybody concerned, as any appointee, mil 
tary or civilian, who has been sent from the United States to Puerto Rico. This, 
in my opinion, is a great fact for us to consider. 

This constitutional proposal does, in a way, somewhat vary from the policies 
we have heretofore pursued, but we should bear in mind this is the first attempt 
of the Puerto Ricans to draw a constitution, and altogether, I personally think 
they have done quite well. 

Should the Congress come to the conclusion that it cannot approve this con 
stitution, as here presented, then the Congress, speaking through this committee 
and the Senate committee, should make known, insofar as possible, what changes 
should be made by the Puerto Ricans so that they may resubmit a constitution 
Some, of course, may argue that this would cause great delay and cost consid 
erable money. It is necessary, however, to bear in mind that the establishment 
and maintenance of a representative form of government is costly, but so are 
dictatorships, and the Puerto Ricans can well argue that the continental Amer 
icans do not hesitate to pour literally billions of dollars into the financial treas 
uries of foreign governments and therefore they can justify the fact that they 
are likewise entitled to some consideration by the continental Americans 

We shall take the bill to the floor of the House and do the best we can and 
with the hope that in due course everything will work out constructively and 
beneficially to all parties concerned. 
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Aprenpix I 
CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO 


We, the people of Puerto Rico, in order to organize ourselves politically on 2 
fully democratic basis, to promote the general welfare, and to secure for ourselves 
and our pesterity the complete enjoyment of human rights, placing our trust in 
Almighty God, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the commonwealth 
which, in the exercise of our natural rights, we now create within our union with 
the United States of America. 

In so doing, we declare: 

The democratic system is fundamental to the life of the Puerto Rican 
community ; 

We understand that the democratic system of government is one in which 
the will of the people is the source of public power, the political order is sub 
ordinate to the rights of man, and the free participation of the citizen in 
collective decisions is assured: 

We consider as determining factors in our life our citizenship of the United 
States of America and our aspiration continually to enrich our democratic 
heritage in the individual and collective enjoyment of its rights and privi 
leges; our loyalty to the principles of the Federal Constitution; the co 
existence in Puerto Rico of the two great cultures of the American Hemis 
phere; our fervor for education; our faith in justice: our devotion to the 
courageous, industrious, and peaceful way of life; our fidelity to individual 
human values above and beyond social position, racial differences, and eco 
nomic interests ; and our hope for a better world based on these principles. 


ARTICLE I 
THE CCMMONWEALTH 


Secrion 1.—-The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is hereby constituted. Its 
political power emanates from the people and shall be exercised in accordance 
with their will, within the terms of the compact agreed upon between the people 
of Puerto Rico and the United States of America. 

Secrion 2.—The government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be 
republican in form and its legislative, judicial and executive branches as estab 
lished by this Constitution shall be equally subordinate to the sovereignty of the 
people of Puerto Rico. 

Section 3.—The political authority of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
shall extend to the Island of Puerto Rico and to the adjacent islands within its 
jurisdiction. 

Section 4.—The seat of the government shall be the city of San Juan. 


ARTICLE II 
BILL OF RIGHTS 


Secrion 1.—The dignity of the human being is inviolable. All men are equal 
before the law. No discrimination shall be made on account of race, color, sex, 
birth, social origin or condition, or political or religious ideas. Both the laws 
and the system of public education shall embody these principles of essential 
human equality. 

Section 2.—The laws shall guarantee the expression of the will of the people 
by means of equal, direct and secret universal suffrage and shall protect the 
citizen against any coercion in the exercise of the electoral franchise. 

Section 3.—No law shall be made respecting an establishment of religion o” 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof. There shall be complete separation of 
church and state. 


19 








20 PUERTO RICO CONSTITUTION 


SECTION 4.—No law shall be made abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances. 

SECTION 5.—Every person has the right to an education which shall be directed 
to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. There shall be a system of 
free and wholly non-sectarian public education. Instruction in the elementary 
and secondary schools shall be free and shall be compulsory in the elementary 
schools to the extent permitted by the facilities of the state. No public property 
or public funds shall be used for the support of schools, or educational institutions 
other than those of the state. Nothing contained in this provision shall prevent 
the state from furnishing to any child noneducational services established by law 
for the protection or welfare of children. 

SEcTION 6.—Persons may join with each other and organize freely for any 
lawful purpose, except in military or quasi-military organizations. 

Section 7.—The right to life, liberty, and the enjoyment of property is recog- 
nized as a fundamental right of man. The death penalty shall not exist. No 
person shall be deprived of his liberty or property without due process of law. 
No person in Puerto Rico shall be denied the equal protection of the laws. No 
laws impairing the obligation of contracts shall be enacted. A minimum amount 
of property and possessions shall be exempt from attachment as provided by law. 

SECTION 8.—Every person has the right to the protection of law against abusive 
attacks on his honor, reputation and private or family life 

SEcTION 9.—Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public use 
except upon payment of just compensation and in the manner provided by law. 
No law shall be enacted authorizing condemnation of printing presses, machinery 
or material devoted to publications of any kind. The buildings in which these 
objects are located may be condemned only after a judicial finding of public con- 
venience and necessity pursuant to procedure that shall be provided by law, and 
may be taken before such a judicial finding only when there is placed at the 
disposition of the publication an adequate site in which it can be installed and 
continue to operate for a reasonable time 

Section 10.—The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be 
violated. 

Wire-tapping is prohibited 

No warrant for arrest or search and seizure shall issue except by judicial au- 
thority and only upon probable cause supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched and the persons to be arrested 
or the things to be seized. 

Evidence obtained in violation of this section shall be inadmissible in the 
courts, 

Section 11.—In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to 
have a speedy and public trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation and to have a copy thereof, to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, to have 
assistance of counsel, and to be presumed innocent. 

In all prosecutions for a felony the accused shall have the right of trial by an 
impartial jury composed of twelve residents of the district, who may render their 
verdict by a majority vote which in no case may be less than nine. 

No person shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against him- 
self and the failure of the accused to testify may be neither taken into con- 
sideration nor commented upon against him. 

No person shall be twice put in jeopardy of punishment for the same offense. 

Before conviction every accused shall be entitled to be admitted to bail 

Incarceration prior to trial shall not exceed six months nor shall bail or fines be 
excessive. No person shall be imprisoned for debt. 

Section 12.—Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall exist except in the 
Intter case as a punishment for crime after the accused has been duly convicted. 
Cruel and unusual punishments shall not be inflicted. Suspension of civil rights 
including the right to vote shall cease upon service of the term of imprisonment 
imposed, 

No ex post facto law or bill of attainder shall be passed. 

Secrion 13.—The writ of habeas corpus shall be granted without delay and free 
of costs. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
the public safety requires it in case of rebellion, insurrection, or invasion. Only 
the Legislative Assembly shall have the power to suspend the privilege of the writ 
of habeas corpus and the laws regulating its issuance 
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The military authority shall always be subordinate to civil authority. 

Section 14.—No titles of nobility or other hereditary honors shall be granted. 
No officer or employee of the Commonwealth shall accept gifts, donations, decora- 
tions, or offices from any foreign country or officer without prior authorization by 
the Legislative Assembly. 

Section 15.—The employment of children less than fourteen years of age in 
any occupation which is prejudicial to their health or morals or which places 
them in jeopardy of life or limb is prohibited. 

No child less than sixteen years of age shall be kept in custody in a jail or 
penitentiary. 

Section. 16.—The right of every employee to choose his occupation freely and 
to resign therefrom is recognized, as is his right to equal pay for equal work, 
to a reasonable minimum salary, to protection against risks to his health or 
person in his work or employment, and to an ordinary workday which shall not 
exceed eight hours. An employee may work in excess of his daily limit only if he 
is paid extra compensation as provided by law, at a rate never less than one and 
one-half times the regular rate at which he is employed. 

Section 17.—Persons employed by private businesses, enterprises and individ- 
ual employers and by agencies or instrumentalities of the government operating 
as private businesses or enterprises, shall have the right to organize and to 
bargain collectively with their employers through representatives of their own 
free choosing in order to promote their welfare. 

Section 18.~-In order to assure their right to organize and to bargain col- 
lectively, persons employed by private businesses, enterprises and individual 
employers and by agencies or instrumentalities of the government operating as 
private businesses or enterprises, in their direct relations with their own em 
ployers shall have the right to strike, to picket and to engage in other legal 
concerted activities 

Nothing herein contained shall impair the authority of the Legislative As- 
sembly to enact laws to deal with grave emergencies that clearly imperil the 
public health or safety or essential public services 

Section 19.—The foregoing enumeration of rights shall not be construed 
restrictively nor does it contemplate the exclusion of other rights not specifically 
mentioned which belong to the people in a democracy. The power of the Legisla 
tive Assembly to enact laws for the protection of the life, health and general wel 
fare of the people shall likewise not be construed restrictively. 

SecTion The Commonwealth also recognizes the existence of the following 
human rights: 

The right of every person to receive free elementary and secondary education. 

The right of every person to obtain work. 

The right of every person to a standard of living adequate for the health and 
well-being of himself and of his family, and especially to food, clothing, housing 
and medical care and necessary social services. 

The right of every person to social protection in the event of unemployment, 
sickness, old age, or disability. 

The right of motherhood and childhood to special care and assistance, 

The rights set forth in this section are closely connected with the progressive 
developement of the economy of the Commonwealth and require, for their full 
effectiveness, sufficient resources and an agricultural and industrial development 
not yet attained by the Puerto Rican community 

In the light of their duty to achieve the full liberty of the citizen, the people 
and the government of Peurto Rico shall do everything in their power to promote 
the greatest possible expansion of the system of production, to assure the fairest 
distribution of economic output, and to obtain the maximum understanding 
between individual initiative and collective cooperatiion. The executive and 
judicial branches shall bear in mind this duty and shall construe the laws that 
tend to fulfill it in the most favorable manner possible. 


ARTICLE ITI 


THE LEGISLATURE 


Section 1.—The legislative power shall be vested in a Legislative Assembly, 
which shall consist of two houses, the Senate and the House of Representatives, 
whose members shall be elected by direct vote at each general election. 

SeEcTION 2.—The Senate shall be composed of twenty-seven Senators and the 
House of Representatives of fifty-one Representatives, except as these numbers 
may be increased in accordance with the provisions of Section 7 of this Article. 
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Section 8.—For the purpose of election of members of the Legislative As- 
sembly, Puerto Rico shall be divided into eight senatorial districts and forty 
representative districts. Each senatorial district shall elect two Senators and 
each representative district one Representative. 

There shall also be eleven Sendétors and eleven Representatives elected at 
large. No elector may vote for more than one candidate for Senator at Large 
or for isore than one candidate for Representative at Large. 

SecTion 4.—In the first and subsequent elections under this Constitution the 
division of senatorial and representative districts as provided in Article VIII 
shall be in effect. After each decennial census beginning with the year 1960, 
said division shall be revised by a Board composed of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court as Chairman and of two additional members appointed by the 
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. The two additional mem- 
bers shall not belong to the same political party. Any revision shall maintain 
the number of senatorial and representative districts here created, which shall 
be composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be organized, insofar 
as practicable, upon the basis of population and means of communication. Each 
senatorial district shall always include five representative districts 

The decisions of the Board shall be made by majority yote and shall take 
effect in the general elections next following each revision. The Board shall 
ease to exist after the completion of each revision. 

SECTION 5 No person shall be a member of the Legislative Assembly unless 
he is able to read and write the Spanish or English language and unless he is a 
citizen of the United States and of Puerto Rico and has resided in Puerto Rico 
at least two years immediately prior to the date of his election or appointment. 
No person shall be a member of the Senate who is not over thirty years of age, 
and no person shall be a member of the House of Representatives who is not 
over twenty-five years of age 

SrecTION 6.—No person shall be eligible to election or appointment as Senator 
or Representative for a district unless he has resided therein at least one year 
immediately prior to his election or appointment. When there is more than one 
representative district in a municipality, residence in the municipality shall 
satisfy this requirement. 

Secrion 7.—If in a general election more than two-thirds of the members of 
either house are elected from one political party or from a single ticket, as both 
ire defined by law, the number of members shall be increased in the following 
uses : 

(a) If the party or ticket which elected more than two-thirds of the members 
f either or both houses shall have obtained less than two-thirds of the total 
number of votes cast for the office of Governor, the number of members of the 
Senate or of the House of Representatives or of both bodies, whichever may be 
the case, shall be increased by declaring elected a sufficient number of candidates 
of the minority party or parties to bring the total number of members of the 
iinority party or parties to nine in the Senate and to seventeen in the House of 
Representatives. When there is more than one minority party, said additional 
members shall he declared elected from among the candidates of each minority 
party in the proportion that the number of votes cast for the candidate of each 
of said parties for the office of Governor bears to the total number of votes cast 
for the candidates of all the minority parties for the oftice of Governor. 

When one or more minority parties shall have obtained representation in a 
proportion equal to or greater than the proportion of votes received by their 
respective candidates for Governor, such party or parties shall not be entitled 
to additional members until the representation established for each of the other 
minority parties under these provisions shall have been completed. 

(b) If the party or ticket which elected more than two-thirds of the members 
of either or both houses shall have obtained more than two-thirds of the total 
number of votes cast for the office of (;overnor, and one or more minority parties 
shall not have elected the number of members in the Senate or in the House of 
Representatives or in both houses, whichever may be the case, which corresponds 
to the proportion of votes cast by each of them for the office of Governor, such 
additional number of their candidates shall be declared elected as is necessary in 
order to complete said proportion as nearly as possible, but the number of Sen- 
ators of all the minority parties shall never, under this provision, be more than 
nine or that of Representatives more than seventeen, 

In order to select additional members © the Legislative Assembly from a 
minority party in accordance with these nrovisions, its candidates at large who 
have not been elected shall be the first tu be declared elected in the order of the 
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votes that they have obtained, and thereafter its district candidates who, not 
not having been elected, have obtained in their respective districts the highest 
proportion of the total number of votes cast as compared to the proportion of 
votes cast in favor of other candidates of the same party not elected to an equal 
office in the other districts. 

The additional Senators and Representatives whose election is declared under 
this section shall be considered for all purposes as Senators at Large or Repre- 
sentatives at Large. 

The measures necessary to implement these guarantees, the method of adjudi- 
cating fraetions that may result from the application of the rules contained in 
this section, and the minimum number of votes that a minority party must 
cast in favor of its candidate for Governor in order to have the right to the 
representation provided herein shall be determined by the Legislative Assembly. 

Secrion S8.—The term of office of Senators and Representatives shall begin on 
the second day of January immediately following the date of the general election 
in which they shall have been elected. If, prior to the fifteen months immediately 
preceding the date of the next general election, a vacancy occurs in the office of 
Senator or Representative for a district, the Governor shall call a special election 
in said district within thirty days following the date on which the vacancy occurs. 
This election shall be held not later than ninety days after the call, and the 
person elected shall hold office for the rest of the unexpired term of his predeces 
sor. When said vacaney occurs during a legislative session, or when the Legisla 
tive Assembly or the Senate has been called fer a date prior to the certification 
of the results of the special election, the presiding officer of the appropriate house 
shall fill said vacaney by appointing the person recommended by the central 
committee of the political party of which his predecessor in office was a member 
Such person shall hold the office until certification of the election of the candidate 
who was elected. When the vacancy occurs within fifteen months prior to a 
general election, or when it oecurs in the oflice of a Senator at Large or a Repre 
sentative at Large, the presiding officer of the appropriate house shall fill it, upon 
the recommendation of the political party of which the previous holder of the 
office was a member, by appointing a person selected in the same manner as that 
in which his predecessor was selected. A vacancy in the office of a Senator 
at Large or a Representative at Large elected as an independent candidate shall 
be filled by an election in all districts 

Secrion 9.—Each house shall be the sole judge of the election returns and 
qualifications of its members; shall choose its own officers: shall adopr rules for 
its own proceedings appropriate to legislative bodies; and, with the concurrence 
of three-fourths of the total number of members of which it is Composed, may 
expel any member for the causes established in Section 21 of this Article, author 
izing impeachments. The Senate shall elect a President and the House of Repre- 
sentatives a Speaker from among their respective members, 

Section 10.—The Legislative Assembly shall be deemed a continuous body 
during the term for which its members are elected and shall meet in regular 
session each vear commencing on the second Monday in Jannary The duration 
of regular sessions and the periods of time for introduction and consideration of 
hills shall be prescribed by law. When the Governor calls the Legislative As 
sembly into special session it may consider only those matters specified in the 





eall or in any special message sent to it by him during the session. No special 
session shall continue longer than twenty calendar days. 
SECTION 11 The sessions of each house shall be open 


Seerion 12.—A majority of the total number of members of which each house 
is composed shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from 
day to day and shall have authority to compel the attendance of absent members 

SpcTion 13.—The two houses shall meet in the Capitol of Puerto Rico and 
neither of them may adjourn for more than three consecutive days without the 
consent of the other. 


SECTION 14 No member of the Legislative Assembly shall be arrested while 
the house of which he is a member is in session, or during the fifteen days before 
or after such session, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace. The 


members of the Legislative Assembly shall not be questioned in any other place 
for any speech, debate, or vote in either house or in any committee 

SECTION 15 No Senator or Representative may, during the term for which 
he was elected or chosen, be appointed to any civil office in the Government of 
Puerto Rico, its municipalities or instrumentalities, which shall have heen 
created or the salary of which shall have been increased during said term. No 
person may hold office in the Government of Puerto Rico, its municipalities or 
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instrumentalities and be a Senator or Representative at the same time. These 
provisions shall not prevent a member of the Legislative Assembly from 
being designated to perform functions ad honorem. 

SecTIoN 16.—The Legislative Assembly shall have the power to create, con- 
solidate or reorganize executive departments and to define their functions. 

SECTION 17.—No bill shall become a law unless it has been printed, read, 
referred to a committee and returned therefrom with a written report, but either 
house may discharge a committee from the study and report of any bill and pro- 
ceed to the consideration thereof Each house shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings and of the votes cast for and against bills. The legislative proceed 
ings shall be published in a daily record in the form determined by law. Ever) 
bill, except general appropriation bills, shall be confined to one subject, which 
shall be clearly expressed in its title, and any part of an act whose subject has 
not been expressed in the title shall be void. The general appropriation act shall 
contain only appropriations and rules for their disbursement. No bill shall be 
imended in a manner that changes its original purpose or incorporates matters 


extraneous to it. In amending any article or section of a law. Said article or 
section shall be promulgated in its entirety as amended All bills for raising 


revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate may 
propose or concur with amendments as on other bills 


SecTION 18.—The subject which may de dealt with by means of joint resolu- 
on shall be determined by law, but every joint resolution shall follow the 
same legislative process as that of a bill 

Section 19.—Every bill which is approved by a ma ity of the total number 


f members of which each house is composed shall be submitted to the Governor 
and shall become law if he signs it or if he does not return it, with his objections, 
to the house in which it originated within ten days (Sundays excepted) count- 
ng from the date on which he shall have received it 

When the Governor returns a bill, the house that receives it shall enter his 
objections on its journal and both houses may reconsider it [f® approved by 
two-thirds of the total number of members of which each house is composed, 

d bill shall hecome law 

if the Legislative Assembly adjourns sine die before the Governor has acted 
on a bill that has been presented to him less than ten days before, he is relieved 


f the ob 


of gation of returning it ith his objections and the bill shall become 
law only if the Governor signs it within thirty days after receiving 
Every final passage or reconsideration of a bill shall be by a roll-call vote 
SecTion 20.—In approving any appropriation bill that contains more than 
ne item, the Governor may eliminate one or more of such items or reduce their 
mounts, at the same time reducing the total amounts involved 
SEcTION 21.—The House of Representatives shall have exclusive power to 
nitiate impeachment proceedings and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
total number of members of which it is composed, to bring an indictment. The 
Senate shall have exclusive power to try and to decide impeachment cases, and 
meeting for such purposes the Senators shall act in the name of the people 
ind under oath or affirmation. No judgment of conviction in an impeachment 
trial shall be pronounced without the concurrence of three-fourths of the total 
unber of members of which the Senate is composed, and the judgment shall 


limited to removal from office. The person impeached, however, may be 
able and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment according 
aw The causes of impeachment shall be treason, bribery, other felonies 


ind misdemeanors involving moral turpitude. The Chief Justice of the Supreme 
(‘ourt shall preside at the impeachment trial of the Governor 

The two houses may conduct impeachment proceedings in their regular or 
special sessions. The presiding officers of the two houses, upon written request 
of two-thirds of the total number of members of which the House of Repre- 
sentatives is composed, must convene then to deal with such proceedings 

Secrion 22.—The Governor shall appoint a Controller with the advice and 
consent of a majority of the total number of members of which each house is 
omposed. The Controller shall meet the requirements prescribed by law and 
hall hold office for a term of ten years and until his successor has been ap- 
pointed and qualifies. The Controller shall audit all the revenues, accounts 
nd expenditures of the Commonwealth, of its agencies and instrumentalities 
ind of its municipalities, in order to determine whether they have been made 
n accordance with law. He shall render annual reports and any special reports 
that may he required of him by the Legislative Assembly or by the Governor. 

In the performance of his duties the Controller shall be authorized to admin- 
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ister oaths, take evidence and compel, under pain of contempt, the attendance of 
witnesses and the production of books, letters, documents, papers, records, and 
all other articles deemed essential to a full understanding of the matter under 
investigation. 

The Controller may be removed for the causes and pursuant to the procedure 
established in the preceding section 


AntricLe IV 


riik EXECUTIV} 


SECTION J] The executive power shall be vested in a Governor, who shall be 


elected by direct vote in each general election 

Secrion 2.—The Governor shall hold office for the term of four years from the 
second day of January of the year following his election and until his successor 
has been elected and qualifies. He shall reside in Puerto Rico and maintain his 
office in its capital city 

SECTION 3 No person shall be Governor unless, on the date of the election, 
he is at least thirty-five vears of age, and is and has been during the preceding 
five vears a citizen of the United States and a citizen and bona fide resident of 
Puerto Rico 

Secrion 4.—The Governor shall execute the laws and cause them to be executed 

He shall call the Legislative Assembly or the Senate into special session when 
in his judgment the public interest so requires 

Hie shall appoint, in the manner prescribed by this Constitution or by law, all 
Cflicers whose appointment he is authorized to make. He shall have the power 
to nake appointments while the Levislative Assembly is not in session Aly 
such appointments that require the advice and consent of the Senate or of both 





houses shall expire at the end of the next regular session 

He shall be the commander in chief of the militia 

He shall have the power to call ont the militia and summon the posse comitatus 
in order to prevent or suppress rebellion, invasion, or any serious disturbance of 
the public peace 

Ile shall have the power to proclaim martial law when the public safety re 
quires it in case of rebellion or invasion or imminent danger thereof The 
Legislative Assembly shall meet forthwith on their own initiative to ratify or 
revoke the proclamation 

Ile shall have the power to suspend the execution of sentences in criminal cases 
and to grant pardons, Commutations of punishment, and total or partial remis 
sions of tines and forfeitures for crimes committed in violation of the laws of 
Puerto Rico. This power shall not extend to cases of impeachment 

He shall approve or disapprove in accordance with this Constitution the joint 
resolutions and bills passed by the Legislative Assembly 

He shall present to the Legislative Assembly, at the beginning of each regular 
session, a message concerning the affairs of the Commonwealth and a report 
concerning the state of the Treasury of Puerto Rico and the pore posed expendi 
tures for the ensuing fiscal vear Said report shall contain the information 
necessary for the formulation of a program of legislation 

He shall exercise the other powers and functions and discharge the other 
duties assigned to him by this Constitution or by law 

SECTION For the purpose of exercising executive power, the Governor shall 
be assisted by Secretaries whom he shall appoint with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The appointment of the Secretary of State shall in addition require 
the advice and consent of the House of Representatives, and the person appointed 
shall fulfill the requirements established in Section 3 of this Article. The Secre 
taries shall collectively constitute the Governor's advisory council, which shall be 
designated as the Council of Secretaries 

SeevTron 6—Without prejudice to the power of the Legislative Assembly to 
create, reorganize and consolidate executive departments and to define their 
functions, the following departments are hereby established State, Justice, 
Education, Health, Treasury, Labor, Agriculture ane 
Works. Each of these executive departments shall be headed by a Secretary 

Secrion 7.—When a vacancy occurs in the office of Governor, caused by death, 
resignation, removal, total and permanent incapacity, or any other absolute 
disability, said office shall devolve upon the Secretary of State, who shall hold it 
for the rest of the term and until a new Governor has been elected and qualifies 





Commerce, and Public 


In the event that vacancies exist at the same time in both the oflice of Governor 
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and that of Secretary of State, the law shall provide which of the Secretaries 
shall serve as Governor 

Section 8.—When for any reason the Governor is temporarily unable to per 
form his functions, the Secretary of State shall substitute for him during the 
period he is unable to serve. If for any reason the Secretary of State is not 
available, the Secretary determined by law shall temporarily hold the office of 
Governor. 

SecTION 9.—If the Governor-elect shall not have qualified, or if he has qualified 
and a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of Governor before he shall have 
appointed a Secretary of State, or before said Secretary, having been appointed, 
shall have qualified, the Legislative Assembly just elected, upon convening for 
its first regular session, shall elect, by a majority of the total number of members 
of which each house is composed, a Governor who shall hold office until his 
successor is elected in the next general election and qualifies. 

Section 10.—The Governor may be removed for the causes and pursuant to 
the procedure established in Section 21 of Article LIT of this Constitution 


ARTICLE V 
rHE JUDICIARY 


SecTion. 1.—The judicial power of Puerto Rico shall be vested in a Supreme 
Court, and in such other courts as may be established by law. 

Section 2.—The courts of Puerto Rico shall constitute a unified judicial 
system for purposes of jurisdiction, operation and administration. The Legis 
lative Assembly may create and abolish courts, except for the Supreme Court, 
in a manner not inconsistent with this Constitution, and shall determine the 
venue and organization of the courts. 

Section 3.—The Supreme Court shall be the court of last resort in Puerto 
Rico and shall be composed of a Chief Justice and four Associate Justices. The 
number of Justices may be changed only by law upon request of the Supreme 
Court. 

Secrion 4.—The Supreme Court shall sit, in accordance 
by it, as a full court or in divisions. All the decisions of the Supreme Court shall 
be coneurred in by a majority of its members. No law shall be held unconstitu 
tional except by a majority of the total number of Justices of which the Court 


vith rules adopted 


is composed in accordance with this Constitution or with law. 

Section 5.—The Supreme Court, any of its divisions, or any of its Justices 
may hear in the first instance petitions for habes corpus and any other causes 
and proceedings as determined by law. 

SecTION 6.—The Supreme Court shall adopt for the courts rules of evidence 
and of civil and criminal procedure which shall not abridge, enlarge or modify 
the substantive rights of the parties. The rules thus adopted shall be submitted 
to the Legislative Assembly at the beginning of its next regular session and shall 
not go into effect until sixty davs after the close of said session, unless disap 
proved by the Legislative Assembly, which shall have the power both at said 
session and subsequently to amend, repeal or supplement any of said rules by a 
specific law to that effect. 

Section 7.—The Supreme Court shall adopt rules for the administration of 
the courts. These rules shall be subject to the laws concerning procurement, 
personnel, audit and appropriation of funds, and other laws which apply generally 
to all branches of the government. The Chief Justice shall direct the adminis 
tration of the courts and shall appoint an administrative director who shall hold 
office at the will of the Chief Justice. 

Section 8.—Judges shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. Justices of the Supreme Court shall not assume office 
until after confirmation by the Senate and shall hold their offices during good 
hehavior. The terms of office of the other judges shall be fixed by law and shall 
not be less than that fixed for the term of office of a judge of the same or equiv 
alent category existing when this Constitution takes effect The other officials 
and employees of the courts shall be appointed in the manner provided by law 

SECTION 9.—No person shall be appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court 
United States and of Puerto Rico, shall have bee 
in Puerto Rico at least ten years prior to his 
vears imme 


unless he is a citizen of the 
idmitted to the practice of law 
appointment, and shall have resided in Puerto Rico at least five 
diately prior thereto 

Section 10.—The Legislative Assembly shall establish a retirement 
Retirement shall be compulsory at the age of seventy years 


svstem 


for judges. 
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SecTION 11.—Justices of the Supreme Court may be removed for the causes 
and pursuant to the procedure established in Section 21 of Article 11 of this 
Constitution. Judges of the other courts may be removed by the Supreme Court 
for the causes and pursuant to the procedure provided by law. 

Secrion 12.—No judge shall make a direct or indirect financial contribution 
to any political organization or party, or hold any executive ollice therein, or 
participate in a political campaign of any kind, or be a candidate for an elective 
public office unless he has resigned his judicial office at least six months prior to 
his nomination. 

Secrion 13.—In the event that a court or any of its divisions or sections is 
changed or abolished by law, the person holding a post of judge therein shall 
continue to hold it during the rest of the term for which he was appointed and 
shall perform the judicial functions assigned to him by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

ARTICLE VI 


GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Secrion 1.—The Legislative Assembly shall have the power to create, abolish, 
consolidate and reorganize municipalities; to change their territorial limits; to 
determine their organization and functions; and to authorize them to develop 
programs for the general welfare and to create any agencies necessary for that 
purpose. 

No law abolishing or consolidating municipalities shall take effect until ratified 
in a referendum by a majority of the qualified electors voting in said referendum 
in each of the municipalities to be abolished or consolidated. The referendum 
shall be conducted in the manner determined by law, which shall include the 
applicable procedures of the election laws in effect when the referendum law is 
approved, 

Section 2.——The power of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to impose and 
collect taxes and to authorize their imposition and collection by municipalities 
shall be exercised as determined by the Legislative Assembly and shall never be 
surrendered or suspended. The power of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to 
contract and to authorize the contracting of debts shall be exercised as deter 
mined by the Legislative Assembly 

Section 3.—The rule of taxation in Puerto Rico shall be uniform. 

SecTion 4.—General elections shall be held every four years on the day of 
November determined by the Legislative Assembly. In said elections there shal] 
be elected a Governor, the members of the Legislative Assembly, and the other 
officials whose election on that date is provided for by law. 

Every person over twenty-one years of age shall be entitled to vote if he ful 
fills the other conditions determined by law. No person shall be deprived of the 
right to vote becnuse he does not know how to read or write or does not own 
property. 

All matters concerning the electoral process, registration of voters, political 
parties and candidates shall be determined by law. 

Every popularly elected official shall be elected by direct vote and any candi 
date who receives more votes than any other candidate for the same office shall 
be declared elected. 

Section 5.—The laws shall be promulgated in accordance with the procedure 
prescribed by law and shall specify the terms under which they shall take effect 

SeEcTION 6.—If at the end of any fiscal year the appropriations necessary for 
the ordinary operating expenses of the government and for the payment of in- 
terest on and amortization of the public debt for the ensuing fiscal vear shall not 
have been made, the several sums appropriated in the last appropriation acts for 
the objects and purposes therein specified, so far as the same may be applicable, 
shall continue in effect item by item, and the Governor shall authorize the pay- 
ments necessary for such purposes until corresponding appropriations are made. 

Section 7.—-The appropriations made for any fiscal year shall not exceed the 
total revenues, including available surplus, estimated for said fiscal year unless 
the imposition of taxes sufficient to cover said appropriations is provided by law 

Secrion 8.—In case the available revenues including surplus for any fiscal vear 
are insufficient to meet the appropriations made for that year, interest on the 
public debt and amortization thereof shall first be paid, and other disbursements 
shall thereafter be made in accordance with the order of priorities established by 
law. 

Section 9.—Public property and funds shall only be disposed of for public pur 
poses, for the support and operation of state institutions, and pursuant to law 
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SECTION 10.—No law shall give extra compensation to any public officer, em 
ployee, agent or contractor after services shall have been rendered or contract 
made, No laws shall extend the term of any public officer or diminish his salary 
or emoluments aft his election or appointment No person shall draw a salary 
for more than one office or position in the government of Puerto Rico 

SECTION 11.—The salaries of the Governor, the Secretaries, the members of 
the Legislative Assembly, the Controller and Judges shall be fixed by a special 
law and, except for the salaries of the members of the Legislative Assembly, shall 
not be decreased during the terms for which they are elected or appointed rhe 
salaries of the Governor and the Controller shall not be increased during said 
terms No increase in the salaries of the members of the Legislative Assembly 
shall take effect until after the expiration of the term of the Legislative Assembly 
during which it is enacted Any reduction of the salaries of the members of 
the Legislative Assembly shall be effective only during the term of the Legis 
lative Assembly which approves it 

Secrion 12.—The Governor shall occupy and use, free of rent, the buildings 
and properties belonging to the Commonwealth which have been or shall hereafter 
be used and occupied by him as chief executive 

SECTION 15.—The procedure for granting franchises, ris | 
cessions of a public or quasi-public nature shall be determined by ; 
concession of this kind to a person or private entity must be approved by the 
Goveruor or by the executive official whom he designates. Every franchise, right 








privilege, or concession of a public or quasi-public nature shall be subject to 
amendinent, alteration, or repeal as determined by law 

SECTION 14 No corporation shall be authorized to conduct the business of 
buying and selling real estate or be permitted to hold or own veal estate except 
such as may be reasonably necessary to enable it to carry out the purposes for 
Which it was created, and every corporation authorized to engage in agriculture 
shall by its Charter be restricted to the ownership and control of not to exceed 
five hundred acres of land; and this provision shall be held to prevent any mem 
ber of a corporation engaged in agriculture from being in any wise interested in 
any other corporation engaged in agriculture 

Corporations, however, may loan funds upon real estate security, and purchase 





real estate When necessary for the collection of loans, but they shall dispose of 
real estate so obtained within five years after receiving the title 
Corporations not organized in Puerto Rico, but doing business in Puerto Rico 


shall be bound by the provisions of this section so far as they are applicable 
These provisions shall not prevent the ownership, possession, or management 


of lands in excess of five hundred acres by the Commonwealth, its agencies, or 


instrumentalities 


Secrion 15.—The Legislative Assembly shall determine all matters concerning 
the flag, the seal, and the anthem of the Commonwealth Onee determined, no 
aw changing them shall take effect until one vear after the general election next 
following the date of enactment of said law. 

SECTION 16 All public officials and employees of the Commonwealth, its 


avencies, instrumentalities, and political subdivisions, before entering upon their 
respective duties, shall take an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

! 


SECTION 17 In « ise OL LNVaSIO! re ellion, epidemic, or any other evel 


rise to a state of emergency, the Governor may eall the Legislative Assembly to 
meet ina place other than the Capitol of Puerto Rico, subject to the approval o1 
disapproval of the Legislative Assembly Under the same conditions, the 
Governor may, during the period of emergency, order the governme ts agencie 
and instrumentalities to be moved temporarily to a place other than the seat of 
the government 

SectTion 18.—All criminal actions in the courts of the Commonwealth shall be 
conducted in the name and by the authority of “The People of Puerto Rico” 
until otherwise provided by law 

Secrion 19.—-It shall be the public policy of the Commonwealth to conserve, 
develop, and use its natural resources in the most effective manner possible for the 
veneral welfare of the community: to conserve and maintain buildings and places 
declared by the Legislative Assembly to be of historic or artistic value; to regulate 
its penal institutions in a manner that effectively achieves their purposes and to 
provide, within the limits of available resources, for adequate Creatiment of delin 
quents in order to make possible their moral and social rehabilitation 
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ARTICLE VII 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 


Section 1.—The Legislative Assembly may propose amendments to this Cor 
stitution by a concurrent resolution approved by not less than two-thirds of the 
total number of members of which each house is composed, All proposed amend 
ments shall be submitted to the qualified electors in a special referendum, but if 
the concurrent resolution is approved by not less than three-fourths of the total 





nuinber of members of which each house is composed, the Legislative Assembly 
lay provide that the referendum shall be held at the same time as the next 
veneral election Each proposed amendment shall be voted on separately and 
not more than three proposed amendments may be submitted at the same refer 
endum,. Every proposed amendinent shall specify the terms under which it shall 
ke ¢ et, and it shall become a part of this Constitution if it is ratified bv a 
majority of the electors voting thereon. Once approved, a proposed amendment 
must be published at least three month prior to the date of the referendum 
SECTI 2 The Legislative Assembly, by a concurrent resolution approve 
) wo-thirds of the total number of members oi which each house is cor ‘ 
the qu lified elec rs ata referendu held at the tlhe ‘ i 
ernie i ( I he question of whether 1 consti aD | al t I i 
( 1 te ( e this ¢( Istituto! If A meawority i ft ‘ ( I otila « this 
question te in favor of the revisio it shi 1M ade bY a Constitu neal C% 
elected in the inner provided by law Kivery rev is Con 
tut shin © submitted to the yun ( ele Ts t peciia revere I 
ratification or rejection by a majerity of the votes cast at the referend 
SECTION 3 No amendment to this Constitution shall alter he republican 
form of government established by it or abolish its bill of rights 
\ VIII 
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palities of Juana Diaz, Santa Isabel and Villalba ; and 30.—The municipalities of 
Coamo and Orocovis. 

VII.—SeNATORIAL District OF GUAYAMA, Which shall be composed of the 
following Representative Districts: 31.—The municipalities of Aibonito, Barran 
quitas and Comerfo; 382.—The municipalities of Cayey and Cidra; 33. 
The municipalities of Caguas and Aguas Buenas; 34.—The municipalities of 
Guayama and Salinas; and 85.—The municipalities of Patillas, Maunabo and 
Arrovo. 

VILI.—SENATORIAL Disrrict OF HUMACAO, which shall be composed of the 
following Representative Districts: 36.—The municipalities of Humacao and 
Yabucoa ; 37.—The municipalities of Juncos, Gurabo and San Lorenzo; 38.—The 
municipalities of Naguabo, Ceiba and Las Piedras; 539.—The municipalities of 
Fajardo and Vieques and the Island of Culebra; and 40.—The municipalities of 
Rio Grande, Loiza and Luquillo. 

Section 2.—Electoral zones numbers 1, 2, 5 and 4 included in three representa 
tive districts within the senatorial district of San Juan are those presently existing 


for purposes of electoral organization in the second precinct of San Juan 


ARTICLE IX 
rRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1 When this Constitution goes into effect all laws ne nconsistent 
therewith shall continue in full force until amended or repealed, or until they 
expire by their own terms 

Unless otherwise provided by this Constitution, civil and criminal liabilities, 
rights, franchises, concessions, privileges, claims, actions, causes of action, con 
tracts, and civil, criminal and administrative proceedings shall continue unaf 
fected, notwithstanding the taking effect of this Constitutio 

SECTION 2 All officers who are in office by election o ippoLitinent on the 
date this Constitution takes effect shall continue to hold their offices and to per 
form the functions thereof in a manner not inconsistent with this Constitution, 


unless the functions of their offices are abolished or until their successors are 
selected and qualify in accordance with this Constitution and laws enacted pur 
suant thereto 

SECTION 3.—Notwithstanding the age limit fixed by this Const tion f com 
pulsory retirement, all the judges of the courts of Puerto Rico who are holding 
office on the date this Constitution takes effect shall continue to hold their judicial 
offices until the expiration of the terms for which they were ap rites ind in the 
case of Justices of the Supreme Court during good behavior 

SECTION 4 The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shal e the coessor of the 
People of Puerto Rico for all purposes, including without limitation the collection 
and payment of debts and liabilities in accordance th the ‘ 

Seerron 5.—When this Constitution goes into effer the tern en of ‘ 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico” shall replace the tern itizen of Puerto Rico 
as previously used. 

SecrTion 6.—Political parties shall continue to enjoy all rights recognized by 
the election law, provided that on the effective date of this Constitution they 
fulfill the minimum requirements for the registration of new parties contained in 
said law. Five years after this Constitution shall have taken effect the Legis 
lative Assembly may change these requirements, but any law increasing them 
shall not go into effect until after the general election next following its 
enactment 

SEcTION 7.—The Legislative Assembly may enact the laws necessary to supple 


ment and make effective these transitory provisions in order to assure the func 
tioning of the government until the officers provided for by this Constitution are 
elected ovr appointed and qualify, and until this Constitution takes effect in all 
respects. 

SectTion 8.—If the Legislative Assembly creates a Department of Commerce, 
the Department of Agriculture and Commerce shall thereafter be called the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Section 9.—The first election under the provisions of this Constitution shall be 
held on the date provided by law, but not later than six months after the effective 
date of this Constitution The second general election under this Constitution 
shall be held in the month of November 1956 on a day provided by law 

SECTION 10.—-This Constitution shall take effect when the Governor so pro 


Claims, but not later than sixty days after its ratification by the Congress of the 
United States 
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Done in Convention, at San Juan, Puerto Rico, on the sixth day of February, 
in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fifty-two 

I, José Berrios Berdecia, Secretary of the Constitutional Convention of Puerto 
Rico, certify: That this booklet, consisting of twenty-five pages, contains a true 
and exact copy of the Constitution of The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as 
approved by the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico on the fifth day of 
February of nineteen hundred and fifty-two 


I further certify, that the final vote in approving the said Constitution was 
eighty-eight votes in favor of approval and three votes against approval 
Issued under my hand and the seal of the Constitutional Convention, for 


transmittal to the Honorable Governor of Puerto Rico, at San Juan, this sixth 
of February of the year of Our Lord ninteen hundred fifty-two. 
José Berrios BrerRpecta, 


[SEAL] 
Secretary, Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico 


APPENDIX II 


Statutory provisions which enabled the people of Puerto Rico to 
decide whether they desired a constitution for local self-government 
and providing steps leading to approval or rejection of such a consti 
tution are contained in Public Law 600 which follows: 


[Pusiic LAW G00-—SIsT CONGRESS] 


[CHAPTER 446—2p Session] 
rs 289 6] 
AN ACT To provide for the organization of a constitutional government by tne peoy 
Puerto Rico 


Whereas the Congress of the United States by a series of enactments has pre 
gressively recognized the right of self-government of the people of Puerto Rico 
and 

Whereas under the terms of these congressional enactments an increasing 
large measure of self-government has been achieved: Therefore 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the l 
of America in Congress assembled, That, fully recognizing the principl 
government by consent, this Act is now adopted in the nature of a compact so 
that the people of Puerto Rico may organize a government pursuant to a 
constitution of their own adoption. 

Sec. 2. This Act shall be submitted to the qualified voters of Puerto Rico for 
acceptance or rejection through an island-wide referendum to be held in accord 
ance with the laws of Puerto Rico. Upon the approval of this Act, by a majority 
of the voters participating in such referendum, the Legislature of Puerto Rico 
is authorized to call a constitutional convention to draft a constitution for the 
said island of Puerto Rico. The said constitution shall provide a republican 
form of government and shall include a bill of rights 

Sec. 3. Upon adoption of the constitution by the people of Puerto Rico, the 
President of the United States is authorized to transmit such constitution to 
the Congress of the United States if he finds that such constitution conforms 
with the applicable provisions of this Act and of the Constitution of the United 


nited Ntates 


f 


States. 

Upon approval by the Congress the constitution shall become effective in 
accordance with its terms. 

Sec. 4. Except as provided in section 5 of this Act, the Act entitled, “An Act 
to provide a civil government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes”, approved 
March 2, 1917, as amended, is hereby continued in force and effect and may 
hereafter be cited as the “Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act”. 

Sec. 5. At such time as the constitution of Puerto Rico becomes effective, the 
following provisions of such Act of March 2, 1917, as amended, shall be deemed 
repealed : 

(1) Section 2, except the paragraph added thereto by Public Law 362, Eighti 
eth Congress, first session, approved August 5, 1947. 

(2) Sections 4, 12, 12a, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 18a, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 


35, 39, 40, 49. 49b. 50. 51. 52. 53. 5G. and D7 





27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
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rhe last paragraph in section 37. 
Section 38, except the second paragraph thereof which 


words “The Interstate Commerce Act” and ends with the words 
in Puerto Rico”. 


SEC, 


6. All laws or parts of laws inconsisent with this Act are 


Approved July 3, 1950 


Suc 


AprenpbIx IT] 


h sections of the present or@anie act as are cont 
] ] 


after the approval of the constitution shall be known 


Ric in 
follow 





Federal Relations Lect. hs provided nn Publ 


As ferred to in Pul Liaw boo 





b 


gins with the 


“shall not apply 


he 


Resident Commissioner of Pu tico 
RB cf j mid flow of Rep 
) 1) cr ( a] bled, I it the pr . ~ \ 
Line Is I I I’ rhe ‘ ( d to the I cent lit ( 
State nd W el f those island id the name Pus Oo is 
shall be held wlude not « y the island of that 1 
slands as aforesaid 
SEC. 2 lhe ights, } eges, and immu CS | 
sha fe respected Dis o Rico lie ime extel Bs 
St of the | ‘ nd subject the provisions of ‘ | 
i e LV of the Cor tution of ie | ed State 
Si 4 is amende August 26, 19837. 50 Stat. S43 
shall be levied o1 ‘ on expo from Puerto I b 
ents 1 ‘ iX¢ ven ‘ ‘ 
Lo franchises pris t >) d concessions v in ny} ed . 
ims I hil Cl ent OST ‘ \ ep 
at he Leg le es te Co id wel en l 
revenues, b nd ‘ zations e is I 
mul pat ¢ ! ent her n I e pre cle 
p hb» readit j? ded li | le ~ 
! ( I Ma ile \ 
( ( I were ‘ i} ‘ : f hye gy ‘ 
e! nd no ile f thie (di ! 
I SI I eal ‘ ESS > Der ‘ } 
i t ! l t ( sul ) . 
( he gover! ey g rt t t 
tr | e { ‘ he | ead Ss 
Pure ! ! i] d 
I< ta Ol 1 “if ~ 1 ( T \ 
ibd e, Tert possession { s 
Distri Ze’ In cor he indebted ! 1M 
It ‘ rte tl i } | ] t f hrere ‘ ] | 
good hie Pru Kk has he 
‘ Tle "He ) I? ) or by b j 
" fl 
bonds hereafter issued bv anv mun | I 
the 5 yp entum herel iuthorized for which the good faitl 
Puerto Rico is pledged shall be counted 
tnd it is further provided, That the internal-revenue taxes I 


lature o 


goods, \ 


direct. « 


sold. ust 


betwee! 


Simiar 


f Puerto Rico in pursuance of the authority granted by thi 
vares, or merchandise may be levied and collected as such 
nn the articles subject to said tax, as soon as the same a 

“di. or brought into the Island: Provided, That no discrin 
1 the articles imported from the United States or foreig 


articles produced or manufactured in Puerto Rico, The 


1] 
1 
| ‘ 
lin s Act 
t it ‘ 
| ed S 
tico Were a 
, + 
0 
5 i! ~ 
‘ ire ‘ 
mir eS 
ed and ce ‘ 
Xi 
'> 
at 
TT i 
i 
i’ I 
’ ) 
‘ 
bonds 
' ve 
I 
} 
eis el 
the 
é 
| ) 
! ‘ 
, 
I \‘ 
' 
1} he Leg 


on be made 
countries and 
officials f the 


PUERTO RICO CONSTITUTION 33 


Customs and Postal Services of the United States are hereby directed to assist the 
appropriate officials of the Puerto Rican government in the collection of these 
taxes. 

Sec. 5. That all citizens of Puerto Rico, as defined by section seven of the Act 
of April twelfth, nineteen hundred, “temporarily to provide revenues and a civil 
government for Puerto Rico, and for other purposes”, and all natives of Puerto 
Rico who were temporarily absent from that island on April eleventh, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-nine, and have since returned and are permanently residing 
in that island, and are not citizens of any foreign country, are hereby declared 
and shall be deemed and held to be, citizens of the United States: Provided, That 
any person hereinbefore described may retain his present political status by 
making a declaration, under oath, of his decision to do so within six months of 


the taking effect of this Act before the district court in the district in which he 
resides, the declaration to be in form as follows: 
3 i . being duly sworn, hereby declare my intention not to become a 


citizen of the United States as provided in the Act of Congress conferring United 
States citizenship upon citizens of Puerto Rico and certain natives permanently 
residing in said island.” 

In the case of any such person who may be absent from the is!and during said 
six months the term of this proviso may be availed of by transmitting a declara 
tion, under oath, in the form herein provided within six months of the taking 
effect of this Act to the Executive Secretary of Puerto Rico: And provided, fur 
ther, That any person who is born in Puerto Rico of an alien parent and is per 
manently residing in that island may, if of full age, within six months of the 
taking effect of this Act, or if a minor, upon reaching his majority, or within one 
year thereafter, make a sworn declaration of allegiance to the United States 
before the United States District Court for Puerto Rico, setting forth therein all 
the facts connected with his or her birth and residence in Puerto Rico and accom 
panying due proof thereof, and from and after the making of such declaration 
shail be considered to be a citizen of the United States 

Sec, Sa. (new section inserted by Act of Congress approved March 4, 1927 
44 Stat. 1418). That all citizens of the United States who have resided or who 
shall hereafter reside in the island for one year shall be citizens of Puerto Rico 
Provided, That persons born in Puerto Rico of alien parents, referred to in the 
last paragraph of section 5, who did not avail themselves of the privilege granted 
to them of becoming citizens of the United States, shall have a period of one 
year from the approval of this Act to make the declaration provided for in the 
aforesaid section: And provided, further, That persons who elected to retain the 
political status of citizens of Puerto Rico may within one year after the passage 
of this Act become citizens of the United States upon the same terms and in the 
sume manner as is provided for the naturalization of native Puerto Ricans born 
of foreign parents 

Sec. 5b (new section inserted by an Act of Congress approved June 27, 1934). 
All persons born in Puerto Rico on or after April 11, 1800 (whether before or after 
the effective date of this Act}. and not citizens, subjects, or nationals of any for- 
eign power, are hereby declared to be citizens of the United States: Provided, 
That this Act shall not be construed as depriving any person, native of Puerto 
Rico, of his or her American citizenship heretofore otherwise lawfully acquired by 
such persons; or to extend such citizenship to persons who shall have renounced 
or lost it under the treaties and/or laws of the United States or who are now re 
siding permanently abroad and are citizens or subjects of a foreign country. 

Sec. 5¢ (new section inserted by an Act of Congress approved May 16, 1938). 
That any person of good character, attached to the principles of the Constitution 
of the United States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness of the 
United States, and born in Puerto Rico on or after’ April 11, 1899, who has contin 
ued to reside within the jurisdiction of the United States, whose father elected on 
or before April 11, 1900, to preserve his allegiance to the Crown of Spain in ae 
cordance with the provisions of the treaty of peace between the United States and 
Spain entered into on April 11, 1899, and who, by reason of misinformation re 
garding his or her own citizenship status failed within the time limits prescribed 
by section 5 or section 5a hereof to exercise the privilege of establishing United 
States citizenship and has heretofore erroneously but in good faith exercised the 
rights and privileges and performed the duties of a citizen of the United States, 
and has not personally sworn allegiance to any foreign government or ruler upon 
or after attainment of majority, may make a sworn declaration of allegiance to 
the United States before any United States district court. Such declaration shall 
set forth facts concerning his or her birth in Puerto Rico, good character, attach 
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ment to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and being well 
disposed to the good order and happiness of the United States, residence within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, and misinformation regarding United States 
citizenship status, and shall be accompanied by proof thereof satisfactory to the 
court. After making such declaration and submitting such proofs, such person 
shall be admitted to take the oath of allegiance before the court, and thereupon 
shall be considered a citizen of the United States. 

Sec. 5b (1948). Section 404 (c) of the Nationality Act of 1940 (U.S. C., title 8, 
S04 (c)) shall not be applicable to persons who acquired citizenship under 
This amendment to be retroactive 


sec, 
the provisions of sections 5 and 5a of this Act 
to October 13, 1945. 

Sec. 6. That all expenses that may be incurred on account of the Goverument 
of Puerto Rico for salaries of officials and the conduct of their offices and depart- 
ments, and all expenses and obligations contracted for the internal improvement 
or development of the island, not however, including defenses, barracks, harbors, 
lighthouses, buoys, and other works undertaken by the United States, shall 
except as otherwise specifically provided by the Congress, be paid by the Treasurer 
of Puerto Rico out of the revenue in his custody. 

Sec. 7. That all property which may have been acquired in 1 
United States under the cession of Spain in the treaty of peace entered into on 
December, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, in any publie 
streams and the 


wero Rik o by the 


> 


the tenth day of 
bridges, round houses, water powers, highways, unnavigable 

in Waters, mines or minerals under the surface of private 
lands, all property which, at the time of the cession, belonged, under the laws of 
force, to the various harbor works boards of Puerto Rico, all the 
docks, ships, reclaimed lands, and all public lands and buildings 
is hereby placed 


beds thereof, subterrane: 


Spain then in 
harbor shores, 
not heretofore reserved by the United States for public purposes, 
under the control of the Government of Puerto Rico, to be administered for the 
benefit of the people of Puerto Rico: and the Legislature of Puerto Rico shall 
have authority, subject to the limitations imposed upon all its acts, to legislate 
with respect to all such matters as it may deem advisable: Provided, That the 
resident may from time to time, in his discretion, convey to the people of Puerto 
Rico, such lands, buildings, or interests in lands or other property now owned by 
the United States and within the territorial limits of Puerto Rico as in his opinion 
And he may trom time 


are no longer needed for purposes of the United States 
to time accept by legislative grant from Puerto Rico any lands, buildings, or 


other interests or property which may be needed for public purposes by the 
United States 
Sec. S. That the harbor areas and navigable streams and bodies of water 


and submerged land underlying the same in and around the Island of Pt 
Rico and the adjacent islands and waters, now owned by the United States and 
not reserved by the United States for public purposes be, and the same are hereby, 


| aced under the control of the Government of Puerto Rico, to be administered 
n the same manner and subject to the same 
ited in the preceding section : Provided, That all laws of the United States for the 
States and 


erto 


limitations as the property enumer 


protection and improvement of the navigable waters of the United 


t 
the preservation of the interests of navigation and commerce, except so far as the 
same may be locally inapplicable, shall apply to said Island and waters and to 
its adjacent islands and waters: Provided further, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall be construed so as to affect or impair in any manner the terms or 
onditions of any authorizations, permits, or other powers heretofore lawfully 
cranted or exercised in or in respect of said waters and submerged land in and 
surrounding said Island and its adjacent islands by the Secretary of War or other 
authorized officer or agent of the United States ind provided further, That 
the Act of Congress approved June eleventh, nineteen hundred and six, entitled, 
“An Act to empower the Secretary of War, under certain restrictions, to author- 
ize the construction, extension, and maintenance of wharves, piers, and other 
structures on lands underlying harbor areas in navigable streams and bodies 
of water in or surrounding Puerto Rico and the islands adjacent thereto.” and 
all other laws and parts of laws in conflict with this section be, and the same are 


hereby, repealed. 


The Nationality Act of 1940, Ch. 876, title I. subch. IT. provides as follows 
All persons born in Puerto Rico on or after April 11, 1899, subject to the jurisdiction or 
i zg on the effective date of this chapter in Puerto Rico or other 


th United States, residin 
territory over which the Un 
the United States under any other Act, are hereby declared to be citizens 
States,’ 

Except Federal property the title of which is vested in the Defense Der 
Camp-Taylor proviso 46 Stat. 1191 approved February 20, 1931 








ted States exercises rights of sovereignty and not citizens of 


of the United 
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Sec. 9. That the statutory laws of the United States not locally inapplicable, 
except as hereinbefore or hereinafter otherwise provided, shall have the same 
force and effect in Puerto Rico as in the United States, except the internal- 
revenue laws: Provided, however, That hereafter all taxes, collected under the 
internal-revenue laws of the United States or articles produced in Puerto Rico 
and transported to the United States or consumed in the Island shall be covered 
into the Treasury of Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 10. That all judicial process shall run in the name of “United States of 
America, ss, the President of the United States,” and all penal or criminal prose 
cution in the local courts shall be concluded in the name and by the authority of 
“The People of Puerto Rico”; and all officials shall be citizens of the United 
States, and before entering upon the duties of their respective offices, shall take 
an oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and the laws of Puerto 
Rico 

Sec. 11. That all reports required by law to be made by the Governor or heads 
of departments to any official of the United States shall hereafter be made to an 
executive department of the Government of the United States to be designated 
by the President, and the President is hereby authorized to place all matters 
pertaining to the Government of Puerto Rico in the jurisdiction of such 
department. 

Sec. 36 (as amended May 17, 19532, 47 Stat. 158; June 5, 1934, 48 Stat. S879, 
March 4, 1925, 43 Stat. 1301). That the qualified electors of Puerto Rico shall 
at the next general election choose a Resident Commissioner to the United 
States, whose term of office shall begin on the date of the issuance of his certificate 
of election and shall continue until the fourth of Mareh, nineteen hundred and 
twenty-one. At each subsequent election, beginning with the year nineteen 
hundred and twenty, the qualified electors of Puerto Rico shall choose a Resident 
Commissioner to the United States, whose term of office shall be four years from 
the third day of January following such general election, and who shall be en- 
titled to receive official recognition as such Commissioner by all of the depart- 
ments of the Government of the United States, upon presentation, through the 
Department of State, of a certificate of election of the Governor of Puerto Rico, 
The Resident Commissioner shall receive a salary, payable monthly by the 
United States of $7,500 per annum.” Such Commissioner shall be allowed the 
same sum for stationery and for the pay of necessary clerk hire as is now allowed 
to Members of the House of Representatives of the United States;*° and he shall 
be allowed the sum of $500 as mileage for each session of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the franking privilege granted Members of Congress. No person 
shall be eligible to election as Resident Commissioner who is not a bona fide citi- 
zen of the United States and who is not more than twenty-five vears of age, 
and who does not read and write the English language. In the case of a vacancy 
in the office of Resident Commissioner by death, resignation, or otherwise, the 
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate shall appoint a 
Resident Commissioner to fill the vacancy, who shall serve until the next general 
election and until his successor is elected and qualitied.* ° 


Amended by Reorganization Act of 1944 

‘In addition to the above provisions of law, the Resident Commissioner has the privileges 
of the House of Re presentatives 

House rule XXXIV, renumbered “XXXITII” reads as follows 

“1. The persons hereinafter named, and none other, shall be admitted to the Hall of the 
House or rooms leading thereto, viz: The President and Vice President of the United States 
and their private secretaries, judges of the Supreme Court, Members of Congress and 
Members-clect, contestants in election cases during the pendency of their cases in the 
House, the Secretary and Sergeant at Arms of the Senate, heads of departments, foreign 
ministers, governors of States, the Superintendent of the Capitol Building and Grounds, 
the Librarian of Congress and his assistant in charge of the Law Library. the Resident 








Commissioner to the United States from Puerto Rico, such persons as have by name, 
received the thanks of Congress, ex-members of the House of Representatives who are not 
interested in any claim or directly in any bill pending before Congress, and clerks of com- 


mittees when business from their committee is under consideration : and it shall not be in 
order for the Speaker to entertain a request for the suspension of thia rule or to present 
from the Chair the request of any Member for unanimous consent.”’ 
House rule XII of the House of Representatives, sec. 2, as adopted under H. R. 158. on 
February 2, 1904, reads 
“The Resident Commissioner to the United States shall possess the same powers and 
privileges as to committee service and tn the House as are possessed by Delegates nd shall 








be competent to serve on the Committee on Insular Affairs as an additional member 

Rule XII now reads 

“1. The delegates from Hawaii and Alaska, and the Resident Commissioner to the United 
States from Puerto Rico, shall be elected to serve as additional members on the Committees 
on Agriculture, Armed Services, and Public Lands (now Interior and Insular Affairs) : and 
they shall possess in such committees the same powers and privileges as in the Hous« nd 
may make any motion except to reconsider.” 
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See. 37. That the legislative authority herein provided shall extend to all 
inatters of a legislative character not locally inapplicable, including power to 
create, Consolidate, and reorganize the municipalities so far as may be necessary, 
and to provide and repeal laws and ordinances therefor; also the power to alter, 
amend, modify, or repeal any or all laws and ordinances of every character now 
in force in Puerto Rico or municipality or district thereof, insofar as such altera 
tion, amendment, modification, or repeal may be col ste With the provisions 
of this Act 

Sree. 3S. The Interstate Commerce Act and the several amendments made or to 
be made thereto, the Safety Appliance Acts and the several amendments mad 


lo be rrisacle thereto ii! the Act al « meress entitled An Act to amel a ani Act 


entitled ‘An Act to regulate commerce’, approved February 4, 1587, and Acts 
amendatory thereof, by providing for a valuation of the severai Classes of property 
of carriers subject thereto and securing information concerning their stocks 
bonds, and other securitic , approved March 1, 1915, sha not app o Puerto 
Rico 

Sec. 41 aus amended by Act of June 25, 1948). The Unite States Distric 
Court for the District of Puerto Rico shall have jurisd tor tlie aturalizath 
of aliens and Puerto Ricans, and for this purpose residence in Puerto co shall 

counted in the same manner as residence elsewhere in the United States. Said 
district court shall have jurisdiction of all controver where all of the parties 
on either side of the controversy aer citizens or sul ts of a foreign State or 





States, or citizens of a State, Territory or District of the United States not dom 


ciled in Puerto Rico. wherein the matter in dispute exceeds, exclusive of interest 


or costs, the sulu or vuilue of 85,000 and of all controversies im whi h there S il 
separable controversy involving a jurisdictional amount and in which ; 1) the 
parties on either side of such separable controversy are citizens or subjects of 
the character aforesaid The salaries of the judge and officials of the U1 ited 


States District Court for the District of Puerto Rico together with the court es 
penses, shall be paid from the United States revenues in the same manner as 
in other United States district courts. In case of vacancy or of the death, ab 
sence, or other legal disabifity on the part of the judge of the said I ter 


States District Court for the District of Puerto Rico, the President of the United 


States is authorized to designate one of the judges of the Supreme Court of 
Puerto Rico to discharge the duties of judge of said court until such absence 
or disability shall be removed, and thereupon such judge so de ignated for 
snid service shall be fully authorized and empowered to pero} t] duties 
of said office during such absence or disability of such regular judge, and to 
sign all necessary papers, and records as the acting judge of said court, without 
extra compensation 

Sec 42 (as amended by section 21 of the Act of June 25, 1948) That the laws 
of the United States relating to appeals, writs of error and certiorari, removal of 
causes, and other matter of proceedings as between the courts of the United 
Stutes and the courts of the several States shall govern in such matters and 
proceedings as between the United States District Court for the District of Puerto 
Rico and the courts of Puerto Rico. All pleadings and proceedings in said court 
shall be conducted in the English language 

Sec. 44. That the qualifications of jurors as fixed by the local laws « Puert 
Rico shall not apply to jurors selected to serve in the United States District Court 
for the District of Puerto Ric+; but the qualifications required of Jurors said 
court shall be that each shall be of the age of not less than twenty-one years at d 
not over sixty-five years, a resident of Puerto Rico for not less than one year, and 
have a sufficient knowledge of the English language to enable him to serve as a 
juror: they shall also be citizens of the United States Juries for the said conrt 
shall be selected, drawn and subject to exemption in acco ince with the law f 
Congress regulating the same in the United States Courts insofar as locally 
applicable. 

Sec. 45. That all such fees, fines, costs, and forfeitures as would be deposited 
to the credit of the United States if coligcted and paid into a district court of the 
United States shall become revennes of the United States when collect d and paid 
into the United States District Court for the District of Puerto Rico: Prov ded, 
hat $500 a year from such fees, fines, costs and forfeitures shall be r tained by 
the clerk and expended for law library purposes under the direction of the judge 

Sec. 48 (as amended March 4, 1927, 44 Stat. 1421; May 17, 1982, 47 Stat. 155) 
That the Supreme and District Courts of Puerto Rico and the respective judges 
thereof may grant writs of habeas corpus in all cases in which the same a 
gerantable by the judges of the District Courts of the United States and the Dis 





e 


trict Courts may grant writs of mandamus in all proper cases 
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That no suit for the purpose of restraining the assessment or collection of any 
tax imposed by the laws of Puerto Rico shall be maintained in the United States 
District Court for the District of Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 54. That deeds and other instruments affecting land situated in the 
District of Columbia, or any other territory or possession of the United States, 
may be acknowledged in Puerto Rico before any notary public appointed therein 
by proper authority, or any officer therein who has ex officio the powers of any 
notary public: Provided, That the certificate by such notary shall be accompanied 
by the certificate of the Executive Secretary of Puerto Rico to the effect that the 
notary taking such acknowledgement is in fact such notarial officer 

SEc. 55. That nothing in this Act shall be deemed to impair or interrupt the 
jurisdiction of existing courts over matters pending therein upon the approval of 
this Act, which jurisdiction is in all respects hereby continued, the purpose of this 
Act being to preserve the integrity of all of said courts and their jurisdiction until 
otherwise provided by law, except as in this Act otherwise specifically provided. 

Sec. 5S. That all laws or parts of laws applicable to Puerto Lico not in conflict 
with any of the provisions of this Act including the laws relating to tariffs, cus- 
toms, and duties on importations into Puerto Rico prescribed by the Act of Con- 
gress entitled “An Act temporarily to provide revenues and a civil government for 
Puerto Rico, and for other purposes,” approved April twelfth, nineteen hundred, 
are hereby continued in effect,” and all laws and parts of laws inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed. 

Approved, March 2, 1917. 


PROVISIONS OF THE FoRAKER AcT CONTINUED UNDER SECTION DS OF THE STATUTE 
OF RELATIONS AND, CONSEQUENTLY, PARTS THEREOE 


Fundamentally, these provisions create an economic union between Puerto 
Rico and the United States: 


(48 U. S. C. T38) 
FREE INTERCHANGE OF MERCHANDISE WITH UNITED STATES (FREE TRADI 


All merchandise and articles coming into the United States from Puerto Rico 
and coming into Puerto Rico from the United States shall be entered at the 
several ports of entry free of duty and in no event shall any tariff duties be col- 
lected on said merchandise or articles (April 12, 1900, ch. 191, 3, 31 Stat. 77: 
May 17, 1932, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158). 


(48 U.S. C. 739) 
DUTIES ON POREIGN IMPORTS INTO PUERTO RICO (CUSTOMS UNION 


The same tariffs, customs, and duties shall be levied, collected, and paid upon 
all articles imported into Puerto Rico from ports other than those of the United 
States which are required by law to be collected upon articles imported into the 
United States from foreign countries (April 12, 1900, ch. 191, 2, 31 Stat. 77; 
August 5, 1909, ch. 6,1, 56 Stat. 71, 74; May 17, 1952, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158). 


(48 U. S. C. 740) 


DUTIES ON TANES TO CONSTITUTE FUND FOR BENEFIT OF PUERTO RICO: PORTS OF 
ENTRY (CUSTOM UNION) 


The duties and taxes collected in Puerto Rico in pursuance of the provisions 
of this chapter, less the cost of collecting the same, and the gross amount of all 
collections of duties and taxes in the United States upon articles of merchandise 
coming from Puerto Rico, shall be paid into the treasury of Puerto Rico to be 
expended as required by law for the government und benefit thereof, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall designate the several ports and subports of entry 
in Puerto Rico and shall make such rules and regulations and appoint such agents 
as may be necessary to collect the duties and taxes authorized to be levied, col 
lected, and paid in Puerto Rico by the provisions of this chapter, and he shall fix 
the compensition and provide for the payment thereof of all such officers, agents, 
and assistants as he may find it necessary to employ to carry out the provisions 
of law (April 12, 1900, ch. 191, 4,31 Stat. 78; May 17, 1982, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158) 


* Provisions of law above referred to are to be found in the following pages, as given oy 
United States Code ° 
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(48 U. S. C. 744) 


COASTING-TRADE LAWS 





The coasting trade between Puerto Rico and the United States shall be regu 
lated in accordance with the provisions of law applicable to such trade between 
any two great coasting districts of the United States (April 12, 1900, ch. 191, 9, 
31 Stat. 79; May 17, 1982, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158). 


(48 U.S. C. 755) 


COINS; REDEMPTION | EXCHANGI RECOINAGE; LEGAI rE NDER MONETARY UNION 


For the purpose of retiring the Puerto Rican coins in circulation in Puerto 
Rico on April 12, 1900, and substituting therefor the coins of the United States, 
the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to redeem, on presentation in Puerto 
Rico, all the silver coins of Puerto Rico known as the peso and all other silver 
and copper Puerto Rican coins in circulation in Puerto Rico on such date, not 
including any such coins that may be imported into Puerto Rico after the Ist day 
of February 1900, at the rate of GO cents in the coins of the United States for 1 
peso of Puerto Rican coin, and for all minor or subsidiary coins the same rate of 
be applied. The i’uerto Rican coins so purccased or redeemed 


exchange shall 
United States, under the direction 


shall be recoined at the expense of the 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, into such coins of the United States now author 
ized by law as he may direct. No coins shall be a legal tender, in payment of 
debts contracted for any amount in Puerto Rico, except those of the United 
States, and except those owing prior to April 12, 1900, which shall be payable in 
the coins of Puerto Rico in circulation at that date, or in the coins of the United 
States at the rate of exchange herein mentioned (April 12, 1900, ch. 191, 11, 
31 Stat. SO; May 17, 1932, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158). 





Appenpix IV 


RESOLUTION No. 22 

APPROVED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF PUERTO RICO IN THE PLENARY 
SESSION HELD FEBRUARY 4, 1952 

To determine in Spanish and in English the name of the body politic created by 


the Constitution of the people of Puerto Rico 


Whereas, this Constitutional Convention, in accordance with the mandate of the 
people, is about to adopt the Constitution by virtue of which the Puerto Rican 
community will be politically orzanized ; 

Whereas, it is necessary to give an appropriate name in both English and Spanish 
to the body politic thus created; 

Whereas, the word “commonwealth” in contemporary English usage means a 
politically organized community, that is to say, a state (using the word in the 
generic sense) in which political power resides ultimately in the people, hence 
a free state, but one which is at the same time linked to a broader political 
system in a federal or other type of association and therefore does not have an 
liberty and association ; 

Whereas, the single word “commonwealth”, as currently used, clearly defines the 
status of the body politic created under the terms of the compact existing 
between the people of Puerto Rico and the United States, i. e., that of a state 
which is free of superior authority in the management of its own local affairs 
but which is linked to the Unitec States of America and hence is a part of its 
political system in a manner compatible with its federal structure; 

Whereas, there is no single word in the Spanish language exactly equivalent to 
the English word “commonwealth” and translation of “commonwealth” into 
Spanish requires a combination of words to express the concepts of state and 


liberty and association ; 

Whereas, in the case of Puerto Rico the most appropriate translation of “com- 
monwealth’ into Spanish is the expression “estado libre asociado”, which how- 
ever should not be rendered “associated free state” in English inasmuch as the 
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word “state” in ordinary speech in the United States means one of the States 
of the Union; 

Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Constituent Assembly of Puerto Rico: 

First: That in Spanish the name of the body politic created by the Constitution 
which this Convention is adopting for submission to the people of Puerto Rico 
shall be “Estado Libre Asociado”, it being understood that in our case this term 
is equivalent to and an appropriate translation of the English word *common- 
wealth”. 

Second: That as a consequence, the body politic created by our Constitution 
shall be designated “The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico” in English and “El 
Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico” in Spanish. 

Third: That the Committee on Style of this Convention is instructed to use 
these designations in the respective English and Spanish texts of the Constitution 
when submitting the documents for third reading. 

Fourth: That this resolution shall be published in Spanish and in English as an 
explanatory and authoritative statement of the meaning of the terms “Common- 
wealth” and “Estado Libre Asociudo” as used in the Constitution; and that it 
shall be widely distributed, together with the Constitution, for the information 
of the people of Puerto Rico and the Congress of the United States. 


APPENDIX V 


RESOLUTION No. 23 


APPROVED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF PUERTO RICO IN THE PLENARY 
SESSION HELD FEBRUARY 4, 1952 


: Final declarations of the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico 


Whereas, the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico, in fulfilling the im 
portant mission assigned it by the people, has approved a Constitution for 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico within the terms of the compact entered 
into with the United States of America ; 

Whereas, in accordance with the terms of the compact, said Constitution is to 
be submitted to the people of Puerto Rico for their approval ; 

Therefore, 

Be it resolved by this Constitutional Convention: 

First: That pursuant to the relevant regulations, a certified copy of the Con- 
stitution as approved be sent to the Governor of Puerto Rico so that he may 
submit it to the people of Puerto Rico in a referendum as provided by law. 

Second: That copies of the Constitution be printed in Spanish and English, 
respectively, in numbers sufficient for general distribution to the end that it 
Will hecome widely known. 

Third: That the following final declarations of this Convention be entered 
on its journal and also published : 

(a) This Convention deems that the Constitution as approved fulfills the 
mission assigned it by the people of Puerto Rico. 

(b) When this Constitution takes effect, the people of Puerto Rico shall 
thereupon be organized in a commonwealth established within the terms of 
the compact entered into by mutual consent, which is the basis of our 
union with the United States of America. 

(ec) The political authority of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall 
be exercised in accordance with its Constitution and within the terms of 
said compact. 

(7) Thus we attain the goal of complete self-government, the last vestiges 
of colonialism having disappeared in the principle of Compact, and we 
enter into an era of new developments in democratic civilization. Noth 
ing can surpass in political dignity the principle of mutual consent and 
of compacts freely agreed upon. The spirit of the people of Puerto Rico 
is free for great undertakings now and in the future. Having full political 
dignity the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico may develop in other ways by 
modifications of the Compact through mutual consent. 
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e) The people of Puerto Rico reserve the right to propose and to accept 
modifications in the terms of 


its relations with the United States of 
Amerilen, 


in order that these relations may at all times be the expression of 
an agreement freely entered into between the people of Puerto Rico and 
the United States of America 
Fourth: That a copy of this resolution be sent to the President of the United 
States and to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 


Representatives of the Congress of the United States. 








